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This is the “season of documents” and of docu- 
mentary papers—a season at which the partial command 
that we have over the contents of our pages is prostrated 
by the “‘rush of matter,” imperiously demanding a place; 
and on this also we have but little discretion, for so it is, 
and from the nature of things must be, that some arti- 
cles, given out and prepared for the press in the early 
part of the week, are oftentimes such as would not be 
preferred, in different circumstances, to others received 
towards the close of the week. We may, in part, cor- 
rect the latter by adding force to the mechanical power 
in the printing office, and have provided for it; and, by 
the assistance of extra sheets, we shall make a full record 
of important papers, though not so promptly, in many 
cases, as is desirable, because that the period of our pub- 
lication is weekly, which it is not within our means to 
change, if otherwise considered expedient. 


The present sheet is nearly and closely filled with the 
proceedings of congress, the president’s annual message, 
and Mr. Duane’s exposition, relative to his removal from 
the treasury department; and some few articles which 
were previously in type. Our next number will consist 
of 24 pages, instead of 16, and we shall dispose of a large 
amount of documentary matter, including the annual re- 
port of the secretary of the treasury, and his special re- 
port concerning the public deposites. ‘These would have 
been preferred, had they reached us in season—but must 
be delayed. ‘There are several other long articles which 
we have also an earnest desire to publish, immediately. 


We had a good deal of ‘‘editorial matter’ ready for. 


this sheet—but such must always give way to important 
public papers and proceedings—even if the labor of pre- 
paring it is wasted, by the delay. 

The 23d congress of the United States met at Wash- 
ington, as usual, on the 2d instant, being the first Mon- 
day in December, and the proceedings will be found in 
subsequent pages, those of the first day oceupying an un- 
common space, because of the claims of two gentlemen 
to one seat in the senate, and of those of two others to the 
same seat in the house of representatives. And as on 
account of certain peculiarities in these claims, important 
principles will rest on the decisions to be made concern- 
ing them, we have given the preliminary matters at con- 
siderable length. 


It is proper to add, that the condensed reports which 
we shall make of the proceedings of congress, will, as 
heretofore, be generally drawn from the columns of the 
“National Intelligencer;” the accuracy of the reports in 
which has never been rivalled in the United States. 


_—_— 


We have not time or space for the insertion of some 
remarks which we had prepared on the president’s mes- 
saze; but desire to call the attention of our readers to that 
part which relates to the finances. The facts stated, as 
to the condition of these, so nearly approach certain arti- 
cles published in the Ree1srer, as might‘lead one to sup- 
pose that the latter had been used to bring out the former 
—if sueh suggestions ought not to have occurred to every 
refleetihg man, unconnected with the “by authority,” or 
thorough-party press, being permitted to examine for him- 


self, 


The express for the New York editors brought the 
president’s message to Baltimore, (36 miles) in one hour 
and thirty-seven minutes! The roads were heavy, and 
the rider so exhausted that he fell down immediately af- 
ter he dismounted. The message reached New York at 
4 o'clock A. M. on Weilnesday—it was expected at 12 
M. or in twelve hours. But the night was dark, it rain- 
ed, and the roads, as before observed, were heavy. 

Vor. XLV—Sie. 15. 


It will be seen that Mr. Clay will renew his bill con- 
cerning the public lands, and that Mr. Calhoun will soon 
move a repeal of the force bill. We hope that the first 
may again pass, and the second be done away—forthwith. 

We have some shameful accounts, if true, of forcing 
the bills of the favored state banks on persons in the em- 
ploy of the United States. In the west, the bills of one 
of these banks were instantly sold at 4-or 5 per cent. dis- 
count, and a writer in the ‘*Norfolk Herald” says that 
the troops who lately left Old Point Comfort for Ala- 
bama, disposed of theirs at 124 cents loss in the dollar,* 
in exchange for U. S. bank paper. The fact is, the 
notes of these banks cannot be rendered, or at least will 
not be rendered money, when distant from their places of 
issue, with certain exceptions. We shall refer to this 
subject, when the pressure of documents is a little over. 

The price of stocks has generally declined because of 
the general want of money—but the bank of the United 
States being now amply seeured against all casualties, no 
matter how originating, has resumed its ciscounts at 
New York, &e. and the stock of this bank has obtained a 
small advance, being worth about 108 dollars, the share. 

We may look for the incorporation of many new banks 
during the sessions of the several state legislatures, now 
holding, or about tocommence. It appears to be a favorite 
project in several of them to incorporate one large state 
bank, with power to establish offices at different places— 
which we should also preter, if the manufacture of paper- 
money is not already sufficiently extensive!—and for the 
reason that the fewer banks we have the better for the 
people, if sufficiently numerous to supply a safe circu- 
lating medium. With the multiplication of banks, batches 
of ‘‘little-great men” are begotten, for presidents, cash- 
iers, directors, &c. and new struggles for profits on 
speculations are started, which must run their course for 
good or evil to the speculators, as the case may be, dut 
ONLY for evil io the people, at large—who are always ine 


jured when private fortunes are built up by mere dealings 


in money or stocks. Let not this class of unproductive 
persone be increased; the present members of it are suf- 

ciently powerful; but some of these are nearly satisfied, 
perhaps, and, being filled, the disposition to leech the 
public is less ravenous than it was. Besides, such state 
banks with liberal capitals actually paid in, might not 
only render mueh service in exchanges within their re~ 
spective states, but, if prudentiy conducted, would keep 
in wholesome check the other state banks, and so aet to 
preserve a sound currency by restraining the issues of 
paper money: but it must not be expected that they, on 
any of the state banks, can supply a currency so equaliz~- 
ed in all parts of the union, as exists in the issues of the 
bank of the United States. Their notes, when in dis- 
tant places, will be merchandise, the price of which must 
be regulated by the ‘‘shavers.” 

Twenty companies of the United States troops are now 
in motion for Alabama. Immediate action by them, we 
are told, is not expeeted; but they will be held in readi- 
ness to remove intruders on the Indian lands after a 
certain day in January next. The troops are to aseend 
the Savannah river, and from thence proceed by land to 
the United States military post in Alabama. 

The ‘‘Norfolk Herald” gives an account of the troops 
which embarked at Old Point Comfort, or Fortress Mon- 
roe, on the Ist inst. on their way to Alabama, under com- 
mand of major Heileman. They consist of companies 
A, H and I, of the 1st regiment of artillery, B and H, of 


*The names of those who so shaved the poor soldiers—( whose 











pay is six dollars per month!), ought to be made known. 
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the 3d, and A, B and C, of the 4th. They are accom- 
panied by the band of the artillery school of practice. 

The ‘*Herald” adds the following very mysterious pa- 
ragrapnh: 

. Pees political consequence has been attached to the 
movement of troops to Alabama, in which, at the first, we par- 
ticipated, it may not be amiss for us now, upon better informa- 
tion, to avow our disbelief of its having any connection with the 
recent misunderstanding between ‘the two governments,’ but 
that it is merely a precautionary measure in reference to another 
party. Our information does pot permit us to be more explicit 
at present. It is enough for us to say, that the alarmists may 
quiet their apprehensions—there will be no war in Alabama.”’ 


The legislatures of Virginia, Ohio, Indiana and Tlli- 
nois met on the 2d inst. the first Monday in December; 
that of Pennsylvania, on the 3d, the first Tuesday of De- 
cember. Those of North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, 
South Carolina and Alabama were in session previously, 
and so remain. Several other of the state legislatures 
are about to meet: that of Maryland on the last Monday 
of the present month. 

The winter is the most “convenient season” for such 
meetings—to the members and others having business at 
the seats of the state governments respectively—but it 
would be more convenient to editors, if such meetings 
were “distributed” through all the months of the year: 
for congress furnishes more matter, in general, than any 


of us can give to the people, at length, as it is presented 
for insertion. 


William C. Preston has been elected a senator of the 
United States, from South Carolina, to fill the vacancy 


oceasioned by the resignation of Mr. Miller, who lately 
held that trust. 


One of the chief purposes of Mr. Clay’s journey was 
nearly defeated by the perpetual crowd of persons by 
which he was surrounded. He is an extensive farmer, 
and has paid much attention to improving the stock of 
horses, cattle and sheep, &c. and thereby rendered great 

to the people of his own state, as well as benefitted 
imself—and he much desired to make personal observa- 
tions on the husbandry and stocks of the states which he 
visited, and to converse with practical farmers and breed- 
ers, which, as above stated, he had not many opportuni- 
ties of doing. We learn, however, that he made several 
Fe a them a jack for $1,000—and that he 
offered 500 for a-bull, if delivercd in Kentucky, a good 
portion of the cost of transportation being paid by him- 
self. 

The rail road from Paterson, N. J. to New York, was 
opened last week. ‘This isa very interesting work, and 
we have a pretty full account of it laid aside—for some 
‘convenient scason,”’ if any shall soon occur. , 

Walter F. Osgood, (heretofore a respectable attorney 
at New York), who had been indicted for nine compli- 
cated forgeries, defrauding the United States, in fabri- 
cating false pension certificates on revolutionary claims, 
on two of which he had been convicted, the remaining 
seven having not been brought to trial, was sentenced to 
fourteen years imprisonment, at hard labor, in the state 

rison. 

[A detailed account of this trial shall be published, if 


we can speedily obtain room for it, because of the legal 
points made, &c. } 


Our usual abstract of foreign news was prepared—but 
must be thrown aside. Paris papers to the 23¢ October 
have been reecived. The chief heads of the news are— 

That many parts of Spain were much disturbed—that 
large bodies of men had been collected to oppose the 

ueen, at the call of the priests—and it was thought that 
Carlos would seize the throne by force, unless France 
should interfere. ‘The latter power, as a measure of pre- 
caution, was sending a large body of troops towards the 
Spanish froutier—and had called 35,000 new couseripts 
into service. 

A severe battle had been fought between the troops of 
Pedro and Miguel, near Lisbon, in whieh the latter were 


defeated and routed. The former were in pursuit of the 
fugitives—says the account. 





eet 
Much discontent existed in Greece, another revolution 
was expected! 





We had the pleasure last week to mention that brig}. 
er prospects were dawning for Central America. We 
have now more pleasure in saying that Mexican affairs 
begin to look well, for the reason that this country has q 

reater population, and is joined to our south western 

orders. A law has lately been passed by which all ciyj/ 
obligutions for the payment of ecclesiastical tithes, is made 
to cease throughout the republic. And a decree that 
‘those civil laws which impose any kind of coercion, di- 
rect or indirect, for the performance of monastic vows, 
are repealed,” 

And a third which denies to the pope the authority to 
exercise any jurisdiction in the republic. 

We rejoice in these things—not because of the parti- 
cular religious sect affected by them, but as good evidence 
that the people, having felt the curse of an established 
religion, have resolved to emancipate the mind and con- 
science from its enthralments, as rapidly as they can; and 
we suppose that these proceedings will be followed by 
the allowance of perfect toleration in all matters of faith 
and practice between man and his Creator and Gon, as 
soon as the prejudices of persons will permit it. We 
hope to hear that many lazy monks have been converted 
into industrious citizens, and honorable heads of fami- 
lies. A law has also been passed to banish the obnoxious 
clergy, [persons who have medsed in the civil wars} and 
‘limit the executions to a small number.” 

A meeting was lately called at Harrisburg, Pa. for the 
purpose of recommending a ‘‘national convention” to 
nominate a president and vice-president of the United 
States, and a very large number of ‘‘demoeratic republi- 
cans” assembled in consequence; but after some discus- 
sion, the following resolution was adopted with great 
unanimity: 

Whereas, The result of our late election, has evinced the un- 
diminished strength of the democratic party in Pennsylvania, 
and shown that united we have nothing to fear from all our 
enemies—and believing it to be the duty of every member of 
that party, to consult its welfare and success by promoting 4 
spirit of unity and good feeling throughoutthe whole, 

Therefore, Resolved, That it is inexpedient at this time to 
agitate the question of a national convention, or of the manner 
in which Pennsylvania will select her candidate for the next 
presidency. 

The “Pennsylvanian” charges this result upon gen. 
McKean—saying that he and his friends evidently ‘‘in- 
tend to throw the democracy of Pennsylvania into oppo- 
sition to the democracy of the union. These proeced- 
ings furnish fresh reasons to oppose his election as sena- 
tor,” &e. 


At the meeting, however, the following resolution was 
also passed— 

Resolved, That the subject be postponed for the present, and 
that a meeting be called for this and such other purposes as 
may be necessary, On the third Monday of January. 


A letter to the editor of the Richmond Compiler, 
dated New Orleans, 9th Nov. says— 
“By two choleras and two fevers New Orleans has lost twelve 


thousand persons in one year—say one-fourth of its population. 
Sull itis gay, busy New Orleans. 








Ruope Istaxp. Dutee J. Pearce was re-elected to 
congress by a majority of 423 votes over his opponent 
Mr. Dixon. Mr. P. according to the new arrangement 
of parties in Rhode Island, received the Jackson and anti- 
masonic votes, though recently considered a staunch ua- 
tional republican. 


-_—— 


Amos Miner, who was lately sentenced to death in 
Rhode Island, (for murder, we believe), says an eastern 
paper, applied to the supreme court, sitting last week in 
Providence, for a writ of habeas corpus. ‘The ground of 
his application was, that the court before whom he was 
tried, having been organized under the act called ‘the 
perpetuation act,” was not a legally constituted tribunal. 
Chis was in consequence of the late act of the legislature, 
declaring the election of Mr. Robbins to congress an il- 
legal election, both cases, the election of Mr. Robbins 
and the trial of Miner, being under the ‘‘perpetuation 
act.” The court gave its opinion, that Miner had been 
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Uy tried and convicted, and refused to hear any ar- 
ment on the application. Thus, it will be seen, the 
court and the legislature are not of the same opinion. 
[The judges in Rhode Island are elected annually, and 
if the appointment of Mr. Robbins shall be declared ille- 
1, so must be all the proceedings of the government of 
the state last year—whether legislative, executive or ju- 
dicial. } 





New Yorxk city. The project of widening Nassau 
street—( which would have incurred the cost of about a 
millien of dollars, and so reduced the size of the lot se- 
jected for the new custom house as to have changed the 
Jocation of the building), has been defeated in the board 
of assistant aldermen, aiter it had passed the other board 
—by a vote of 9 to 6. 

A late New York paper says—Mr. Secretary Taney 
has signified, in an official note, addressed to the com- 
missioners of the New York custom house, that, ‘‘it is 
the final determination of this department to proceed 
with all convenient despatch in the erection of the cus- 
tom house on the site already purchased, unless prevent- 
ed by judicial authority.” 





Grorcra. The vote to elect a senator of the United 
States in place of Mr. Troup resigned, stood as follows: 
for John P. King 142, John M. Berrien (former attorney 
general) 106, seattering 2. Mr, K. belongs to what is 
called the ‘‘union party” in Georgia. Mr. B. is ealled 
a “nallifier.” 

The state house at Milledgeville, took fire on the roof, 
on the 16th ult. in the afternoon, and by the great exer- 
tions of a few adventurous individuals was saved, with- 
out much injury, though a large part of the roof, at one 
time, appeared in flames, and the wind was high. A 
slave named Sam, gallantly hazarded his life on this oeca- 
sion. It is suggested that the state ought to bestow free- 
dom upon him. 

The finances of the state of Georgia, as reported by 
the state treasurer, appear to be in a very unsatisfactory 
condition. The balance in the treasury on the 31st of 
October, was only about $21,000, and the amount of tax- 
es for the year, receivable, is not more than $40,000, 
which sums together will not more than pay the expen- 
ses of the current session of the legislature, leaving the 
means for all other expenditures aud appropriations to 
be provided for in some extraordinary way. Recourse, 
it is stated, will be had to the Central bank, a state insti- 
tution, for funds to carry on the civil establishments of 
the state. 


$8 BD Ot — 
TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS OF THE U. STATES. 
List of the members. 
SENATE. 
Maine. 
Peleg Sprague, 
Ether Shepley. 
New Hampshire. 

Samuel Bell, 

Isaac Hill. 

Massachusetts. 
Nathaniel Silsbee, 
Daniel Webster. 

Rhode Island. 
Nehemiah R. Knight, 
*Asher Robbins, ) See note, 
*E. R. Potter. ; next page. 

Connecticut, 
Gideon ‘Tomlinson, 
Nathan Smith. 

Vermont. 

Samuel Prentiss, 
Benjamin Swift. 

New York. 
Silas Wright, 
N. P. Tallmadge. 

New Jersey. 
T. Frelinghuysen, 
S. L. Southard. 

Pennsylvania. 
William Wilkins, 

One vacancy. 
Delaware. 
John M. Clayton, 
Arnold Naudain. 
Maryland. 
Ezekiel F. Chambers, 


Virginia, 
William C. Rives, 
John ‘Tyler, 
North Carolina. 
Bedford Brown, 
W. P. Mangum. 
South Carolina. 
J.C. Calhoun, 
Wm. C. Preston. 
Georgia. 
John Forsyth, 
J. P. King. 
Kentucky. 
George M. Bibb, 
Henry Clay. 
Tennessee. 
Hugh L. White, 
Felix Grandy. 
Ohio. 
Thomas Ewing, 
Thomas Morris. 
Louisiana. 
G. A. Waggaman, 
One vacancy. 
Indiana. 
William Hendricks, 
John Tipton. 
Mississippi. 
George Poindexter, 
One vacancy. 
Tulinois. 
Join M. Robinson, 
Elias K. Kane. 


Alahama. 
William R. King, 
Gabriel Moore. 


Maine. 
F. O. J. Smith, 
Rufus Melntire, 
“dward Kavanagh, 
Gorham Parks, 
Joseph Hall, 
Leonard Jarvis, 
George Evans, 
[One vacancy.] 
New Hampshire. 
Henry Hubbard, 
Joseph M. Harper, 
Benning M. Bean, 
Franklin Pierce, 
Robert Burns. 
Massachusetts. 
Isaac C. Bates, 
Rufus Choate 
John Quincy Adams, 
John Davis, 
George N. Briggs. 
Edward Everett, 
George Grennell, jr. 
Jobn Reed, 
William Baylies, 
Benjamin Gorham, 
Gayton P. Osgood, 
[One vacancy.] 
Rhode Island. 
Tristam Burges, 
Dutee J. Pearce. 
Connecticut. 
Jabez W. Huntington, 
William W. Ellsworth, 
Noyes Barber, 
Samuel A. Foot, 
Ebenezer Young, 
Samuel Tweedy. 
Vermont. 
Hiland Hall, 
Horace Everett, 
Heman Allen, 
William Slade, — 
Benjamin F. Deming. 
New York. 
Abel Huntington, 
Isaac B. Van Houten, 
C. C. Cambreteng, 
Campbell P. White, 
Cornelius W. Lawrence, 
Dudley Selden, 
Aaron Ward, 
Abraham Bockee, 
John W. Brown, 
Charles Bodle, 
John Adams, 
Aaron Vanderpoel 
Job Pierson, 
Gerrit Y. Lansing, 
John Cramer, 
Ilenry C. Martindale, 
Reuben Whalon, 
Ransom H. Gillett, 
Charles Mc Vean, 
Abijah Mann, jr. 
Samuel Beardsley, 
Joe! Turrell, 
Daniel Wardwell, 
Sherman Page, 
Noadiah Johnson, 
Henry Mitchell, 
Nicoll Halsey, 
Samuel G. Hathaway, 
William Tarlor, 
William K. Fuller, 
Rowland Day, 
Samuel Clark, 
John Dickson, 
Sdward Howell, 
Frederick Whittlesey, 
yeorge W. Lay, 
Philo C. Fuller, 
Abner Hazeltine, 
Meltlerd Filmore, 
Gideon Hard, 
New Jersey. 
Philemon Dickerson, 
Samuel Fowler, 





James Parker, 
Ferdinand 8. Shenck, 
William N. Shinn, 
‘Thomas Lee. 
Pennsylvania. 








Joseph Kent. 


Horace Binney, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Missouri. 
Linn, 
Thomas H. Benton. 

























































James Harper, 

John G. Watmough, 

William Heister, 

Edward Darlington, 

David Potts, jr. 

William Clark, 

Harmer Denney, 

George Chambers, 

T. M. T. McKennan, 

John Banks, 

Andrew Stewart, 

Charles A. Barnits, 

George Burd, 

Jesse Miller, 

Joseph B. Anthony, 

Henry A. Muhlerburg 

Joel K. Mann, 

Robert Ramsey, 

David B. Wagener, 

Henry King, 

Andrew Beaumont, 

John Laporte, 

Joseph Henderson, 

John Galbraith, 

Samuel S. Harrison, 

Richard Coulter, 

Joel B. Sutherland, 
Delaware. 

John J. Milligan. 
Maryland. 

James P. Heath, 

James Turner, | 

J. T. Stoddert, 
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Isaac McKim, 
Richard B. Carmichael, 
Francis Thomas, 
William C. Johnson, 
Littleton P. Dennis. 
Virginia. 
John M. Patton, 
John Y. Mason, 
WiHtiam F. Gordon, ; 
Thomas T. Bouldin, | 
William 8S. Archer, 
Nathaniel H. Claiborne, 
Joseph W. Chinn, 
Charles F. Mercer, 
Edward Lucas, ' 
Samuel McDowell Moore, 
Andrew Stevenson, 
Thomas Davenport, 
John J. Allen, 
George Loyall, 
James H. Gholson, 
Ldgar C. Wilson, 
James H. Beal, 
William P. Taylor, 
John H. Fulton, 
William McComas, 
Henry A. Wise. 
North Carolina. 
M. 'T’. Hawkins, 
Thomas H. Hall, 
William B. Shepard, 
Jesse Speight, 
James McKay, 
Abraham Rencher, 
Daniel 8S. Barringer, 
Edmund Deberry, 
Lewis Williams, 
A. H. Shepherd, 
Henry W. Conner, 
Jesse A. Bynum, 
James Graham. 
South Carolina. 
Jumes Blair, 
George McDuffie, 
Thomas D. Singleton, 
William K. Clowney, 
Henry L. Pinckney, 
William J. Grayson, 
Warren R. Davis, 
John M. Felder, 
Jobn K. Griffin. 
Georgia. 
J. M. Wayne, 
R. H. Wilde, 
G. R. Gilmer, 
A. 8S. Clayton, 
T. F. Foster, 
R. L. Gamble, { 
Seaborn Jones, 
William Schley, 
John Coffee. 
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Ki . James M. Bell, and the new senators were respectively sworn, excepti 
Chilton Allan Elisha Whittlesey, than Smith, who was affirmed. Pur. ‘Naudain, r. Toten 
Thomas A. Marshall, Thomas Corwin, Mr. Benton and Mr. Tyler, were then sworn. — 
Amos Davis Joseph Vance, The chair then presented the credentials of E. R. Potter 
Richard M. Johnson, Samuel F. Vinton, elected a senator from Rhode Island, for which state she; 
Thomas Chilton, Jonathan Sloan, Robbins had been previousty elected, and bad in pursuance of 


R. P. Letcher,* 

Thomas P. Moore,* § 

Benjamin Hardin, 

Chittenden Lyon, 

Martin Beatty, 

James Love, 

Christopher Tompkins, 

P. H. Pope, 

Albert G. Hawes. 
Tennessee. 

John Bell, 

Cave Johnson, 

James K. Polk, 

David W. Dickinson, 

Bailie Peyton, 

Jobn Blair, 

Samuel Bunch, 

Luke Lea, 

James Standifer, 

David Crockett, 

John B. Forrester, 

William M. Inge, 

William C. ae 

Robert T. Lytle, 

Taylor Webster, 


Joseph H. Crane. 
Louisiana, 
Philemon Thomas, 
Henry A. Bullard, 
Edward D. White, 
Indiana. 
Amos Lane, 
Jonathan McCarthy, 
John Carr, 
George L. Kinnard, 
Edward A. Hannegan, 
Ratff Boon, 
John Ewing. 
Mississippi. 
Henry Cage, 
Franklin E. Plummer. 
Illinois. 
Joseph Duncan, 
Z.. Casey. 
Charles Slade. 
Alabama. 
Clement C. Clay, 
Dixon H. Lewis, 
John Murphey, 
Samuel W. Mardis, 
John McKinley. 





William Allen, Missouri. 
Jeremiah McLene, William H. Ashley, 
Thomas L. Hamer, John Bull. 
Jobn Chaney, DELEGATES. 
Robert Mitchell, Michigan. 
John Thompson, Lucius Lyon. 
Benjamin Joues, Arkansas. 
William Patterson, Ambrose H. Sevier. 
Florida, 


Humphery H. Leavitt, 
David Spangler, Joseph M. White. 

We have before us a particular designation of the political 
character of the members, as prepared for the N. York Journal 
of Commerce—but think there are a few mistakes in the list 
with respect to this matter, and shall not insert it. And besides, 
the new questions about to be started, it seems generally be- 
lieved, may have a material effect over the acts of individuals. 
There are also several parties, and how they will unite or di- 
vide, no one can tell. 

There is— 

The Jackson party, proper; 

The Jackson- Van Buren party; 

The Jackson-anti Van Buren party; 

The anti Jackson party; 

The nullifying and anti Jackson party; 

The anti masonic and anti-Jackson party, &c.+ 

And there will be divisions, perhaps, among each of these as 
to leading matters about to be presented—such as, 

Concerning the bank of the United States and the removal of 
the deposites; 

On the general powers of the exccutive, and the removal of 
the late secretary of the treasury; 

On the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands; 

Concerning any questions which may arise in relation to the 
tariff and internal improvements, &c. 

On the repeal of the ‘‘force bill;’’ 

And many other exciting subjects. 

The house consists of 240 members, (besides the delegates), 
and is full, with the exception of one vacancy in the represen- 
tation of Maine and another in that of Massachusetts. The 
three vacancies in the senate—perbaps, will soon be filled. 

8 © Geer 
TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION. 
SENATE. 

December 2. At 12 0’clock, the president pro tem. the hon. 

h L. White, of Tennessee, in the absence of the vice presi 

, called the senate to order. 

The following old members appeared, viz: 

Messrs. Bell, Benton, Bibb, Brown, Chambers, Clay, Ewing, 
Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King, Knight, Mangum, 
Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Prentiss, Rives, Robinson, Silsbee, 
Tipton, Tomlinson, Tyler, Wilkins, Wright. 

e credentials of Nathaniel P. Tallmadge, a senator from N. 
York; of Thomas Morris, a senator from Ohio; of Feliz Grundy, 
a senator from Tennessee; of Benjamin Swift, a senator froin 
Vermont; of Ether Shepley, a senator from the state of Maine; 
of Nathan Smith, a senator from Connecticut; of Joseph Kent, 
a senator from Maryland; were severally presented and read, 


—_ 


*{n the cases marked by a star, in the above list, the seat is 
claimed by both the gentlemen named. 

¢The three first named parties, or divisions of a party, amount 
to about 140 members in the house, against 100 members of the 
other three given. 

In the senate there are 19 anti. Jackson members, 5 nullifiers, 
and one or two whose political character is not easily classed; 
and there are three vacancies to be filled. 














such election, taken his seatin the senate; and also a certifi- 
cate that the election of the said Asher Robbins was null and 
void; which documents were read. 

The chair then stated the facts of Mr. Robbins having been 
returned as elected, and his credentials read at the last session 
and left it to the senate to determine on the course to be pur- 
sued as to the qualifying of either of these gentlemen. 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, the credentials of Mr. Robbing 
were then read. 

Mr. Poindexter then made a few remarks, and without offer- 
ing any Opinion on the merits of the case, said it appeared to 
him as a matter of course that the senator whose credentials 
had been presented at the last session should approach the chair 
and take the oath, and that the other gentleman who claims the 
seat (Mr. Potter), should present his credentials to the proper 
committee, to whom such matters would be referred. He there- 
fore moved that Mr. Robbins should be sworn. 

Mr. Cley suggested the propriety of making the collateral mo- 
tion that the credentials of Mr. Potter be laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, it was then ordered, that the 
credentials of Mr. Potter do lie on the table. 

Mr. King thought it would be the most proper course to leave 
both the gentlemen where they are, until it should be determin- 
ed which was entitled to the seat. He adverted to the practice 
of the house, in referring cases of contested elections to the 
committee on elections, whose report had sometimes the effect 
of ousting the sitting member, &c. And suggested that the cre- 
dentials of Mr. Robbins should also lie on the table, and that 
neither should be qualified. 


Mr. Clay admitted the delicacy of the question now presented 
to the senate, but expressed a hope that it would be examined 
with a becoming firmness, and resolution to act justly, &c. He 
proceeded to make some brief remarks on the circumstances of 
the case; and said, “‘the gentleman first elected, and who had 
the prima facie right to his seat, had, in conformity to law, pre- 
sented his credentials; his was the prior, and therefore the va- 
lid deed; and therefore, in compliance with every law and’usage 
he ought to be admitted. But he wished it to be understood 
that, in taking this course, he desired to do nothing which would 
preclude to the other gentleman the privilege of a full investiga- 
tion of his right, &e. 

Mr. King congratulated the senator from Kentucky on the 
knowledge which he had acquired of this case. For his part, 
he had not made himself so well acquainted with the facts, and 
was not so well prepared to argue the question, and to de- 
cide who was entitled to the seat under the constitution, laws 
and usages of Rhode Island. He wished to act in such manner 
as would {be perfectly fair and respectful to the state, and to 
the gentlemen claiming the seat. It was his wish that the state 
should be represented by the senator she had duly elected—he 
would not say which that was; it might be this gentleman, or it 
might be the other. 

And after some other remarks—hoped there would be no pre- 
cipitancy, but that the subject would be referred to a select com- 
inittee for examination. 

The debate was continued, a motion to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject being rejected—ayes 16, noes 17, in 
which Messrs. Chambers, King, Kane, Clay, Frelinghuysen, S. 
Wright, Ewing, Bibb, Poindexter, Benton and Mangum took 
part. 

Mr. Benton moved a reference of the whole subject to a spe- 
cial committee of tive members, and demanded that the yeas 
and nays on the question be ordered. The question was then 
taken on his motion, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Grundy, Hill, Kane, King, 
Morris, Rives, Robinson, Shepley, Tallmage, Tipton, White, 
Wilkins, Wright—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Chambers, Clay, Ewing, Freling- 
huysen, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, 
— Prentiss, Silsbee, Smith, Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler 
~~] . 

So the question was negatived. 

The question was then taken on the motion of Mr. Poindezx- 
ter, and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Robbins then took the oath. 

Mr. Benton, of Miasouri, submitted a resolution proposing the 
usual mourning in honor of the memory of the hon. R. 4. Buck- 
ner, late a senator from Missouri! which was read and agreed 
to. 

Mr. Clay then rose and after a few prefatory remarks, in 
which he exhibited strong feelings, offered a similar resolution 
of respect to the memory of the late Josiah S. Johnston. 

The usual message to the house, to appoint a committee io 
wait upon the president, &c. were ordered, &c. and the senate 
adjourned until 12 o’clock to morrow. 


The following is the substance of Mr. Clay’s remarks on sub- 
mitting the preceding resolution concerning Mr. Johnston.. 

The resobution of respect to the memory of Alexander Buck- 
ner having been agreed to— 

Mr. Clay rose and said, that the adoption of this resolution 
reminded him of a severe loss which the public and he himself 
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stained since the last session, and concerning which he 
— or now deem himself qualified to speak. He felt regret 
that the gentleman had not been able yet to take his seat, on 
whom it would more properly have devolved, to submit the mo- 
tion which he now proposed to offer. He desired to call the at- 
tention of the senate tu the melancholy death of a member of 
this body, who had been summoned away since they last met 
together, under circumstances of the most distressing nature. 
He was a man who possessed the rare quality of making a fa- 
vorable impression on all persons who knew him, and who ne- 
ver failed, on acquaintance, to conciliate the esteem both of 
friends and of opponents; for whenever he fought, he fought 
manfully, but always afterwards cherished the kindest feelings 
towards those who had been his adversaries. During the last 
summer, perhaps all the members of the senate had had reason 
to regret some bereavemenis, and none more than himself. In 
the course of it, a pestilential disease had traversed his neigh- 
porhood, and swept off many valuable citizens, among whom 
he numbered some of his oldest friends and acquaintances. So 
it has been in other parts of the country, but, amidst all this de- 
solation, there had occurred no instance of individual loss more 
afflicting to him, nor more to be lamented on the public account, 
than that of the senator from Louisiana. 

With feelings oppressed with pain, he arose to ask the senate 
to adopt a resolution similar to that which had just been agreed 
to, in reference to the late senator Johnston. No man in the 
country had attended more ardently and more faithfully to his 
public duties, or had brought to their discharge a more clear, 
enlightened and determined judgment. No man ever more hap- 
pily united blandness and affability with firmness and decision. 
None could be more true and faithful to friends, nor more cour- 
teous and respectful towards opponents. This expression, he 
hoped, would be permitted from a heart which had bled pro- 
fusely when the tidings of this afflicting event reached him, 
amidst the wrecks which the pestilence had scattered around 
him. 

He had not expected to be called on to offer this resolution, 
but he trusted that it would be received, and unanimously agreed 
to. 

Mr. C. then submitted his resolution; which was unanimous- 
ly agreed to. 


December 3. The president’s message (see the house of re- 
presentatives) was received at 1 o’clock and read, and 5,000 
copies of it, and 1,500 of the accompanying documents ordered 
to be printed. Adjourned. 


December 4. Mr. Sprague, from Maine, and Mr. Calhoun, 
from South Carolina, appeared in their seats to day. 

The chair laid before the senate a communication from the 
secretary of the treasury, enclosing the annual report of the 
treasurer of the United States; and also a report from the same 
concerning the removal of the public deposites from the bank of 
the United States. Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. S. Wright offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the proceedings of the legislature of the state 
of Rhode Island, now upon the table of the senate, showing the 
appointment of Elisha R. Potter, as a senator to represent that 
state in the senate of the United States, be referred to a select 
committee of five senators to inquire and report upon the claim 
of the said Elisha R. Potter to the seat in the senate now occu 
pied by the hon. Asher Robbins. 


Afler some conversation, a debate, concerning the rules of 
the senate, as to the appointment of committees in the senate— 


Mr. Clay having *‘expressed a hope that the resolution should 
lay on the table until to morrow. He adverted to the rule of 
the senate which required that the appointment of committees 
should be made by the president of the senate. That officer 
was not now in the chair. He had no doubt that good reasons 
could be shewn for his absence. Buta time might come when 
the senate might be deprived of the proper appointment of their 
committees, by the intentional absence of the vice president, 
and the devolvement of this important duty on his temporary 
substitute. He did not know that there was any such intention 
in the present instance; but, if it were permitted to grow into 
@ practice to appoint the committees in the absence of the vice 
president, the exception might become the rule, and the rule 
the exception. Unless the president of the senate should arrive 
shortly, the duty of appointing the standing committees wonld 
devolve on the gentleman who is the temporary occupant of the 
chair. This was a consideration of great importance; and al- 
though he had as much confidence in that gentleman as in any 
other who would fill the chair, there might be some cases in 
which his fitness for the duties imposed on him might not be 
equal to that of the vice president himself.”” [And concluded 
with observing that he thought this committee ought to be ap- 
pointed by the senate. } 

Mr. King thought that the senator from Kentucky had mis- 
taken the operation of the rule—saying, the select committees 
were not appointed by the presiding officer, but were elected by 
the senate, unless otherwise ordered by unanimous consent. 

Mr. Sprague called for a reading of the rule, &c. 

_ The president pro tem. stated, that it had been the practice, 
since he had occupied the chair, to make no distinction between 
the mode of appointing the standing and the select committees. 
Both had been appointed by the chair. 

After some further remarks, Mr. Clay moved to lay the reso- 
lution on the table—which was agreed to without a division. 

Some other business being attended to—the senate adjourned. 


a ——————— 








December 5. On motion of Mr. Grundy, it was ordered that, 
when the senate adjourns, it adjourn to meet on a proag 5 

A message was received from the president of the United 
States, enclosing a communication of the reasons which had 
induced him to refuse bis assent to the bill of the last session, 
authorizing an appropriation, for a limited time, of the proceeds 
of the public lands. . 

After the message had been read, a discussion took place, 
which was introduced by some remarks of Mr. Clay, in which 
he commented in strong terms on the conduct of the president 
in keeping back the land bill during the whole of the recess, a 
course which he considered as without precedent or justifica- 
tion, and calculated to rouse the country, if any thing could 
provoke it, to denounce the present state of things. He regard- 
ed the conduct of the executive as disrespectful to the legisla- 
ture and to the country, and moved to lay the message on the 
table. 

Before the question was taken, Mr. Benton endeavored to ob- 
tain a hearing, but only succeeded in saying that he intended to 
defend the president from the attack which had been made 
upon him. 

The motion of Mr. Clay was then decided in the affirmative— 
ayes 19, noes not counted. 

A motion was immediately made by Mr. Benton to take up 
the message, and this motion being entertained by the chair, a 
debate ensued in which Mr. Poindexter, Mr. Benton, and Mr. 
Clay took part. It was considered by Mr. Poindezter that this 
document was one on which the senate could take no action, 
because it had been kept back until the congress which had cog- 
nizance of it, under the constitution had ceased to exist. He was 
therefore against considering the message. 

He was succeeded by Mr. Benton, who_went into a statement 
to shew that the president had shewn no disrespect to congress 
by the delay which had taken place; that this delay was unavoid- 
able, and arose out of the lateness of the period when the bill 
was presented to him, and the great pressure of public busi- 
ness. 

Mr. Clay rejoined, for the purpose of showing that the sub- 
ject was one which the president well understood, and had re- 
commended to congress to take up in his message at the com- 
mencement of the last session, when he had admitted what was 
now denied in his message, the entire power of congress to 
control the disposition of the public lands. After Mr. Clay had 
concluded, 

Mr. Benton withdrew his motion to take up the message. 

Mr. Moore then moved that the message be printed, and also 
that there be printed 5,000 extra copies—which motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Clay then gave notice that he should, on Tuesday next, 
ask leave to introduce a bill to appropriate for a limited time, 
the proceeds of the public lands. 

Mr. Calhoun then gave notice that he should on Monday ask 
leave to introduce a bill to repeal the bill of the last session, 
commonly called the force act. 

After some remarks on the subject, Mr. Wright’s resolution 
concerning the contested seat in the senate, was passed with 
an amendment, on the motion of Mr. Clay, that the committee 
should be elected by the senate. An election was held, and 
Messrs. Poinderter, Rives, Frelinghuysen, Wright and Sprague 
chosen. 

The other business attended to will sufficiently appear in fu- 
ture notices of the proceedings. 

The senate adjourned until Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday, Dec.2. Atl2o’clock the house came to order at 
the invitation of their late clerk, M. St. Clair Clarke, esq. who 
then proceeded to call the roll of members by states; beginning 
with the state of Maine. 

The calling of the roll having proceeded as far as to the state 
of Kentucky, before the names of the members from that state 
were called, 

Mr. Chilton Allan, of Kentucky, rose, and asked permission 
to address the house. He observed, that by the law passed at 
the last congress apportioning the number of representatives 
among the several states, the state of Kentucky had been de- 
clared entitled to thirteen representatives in the present con- 
gress; but that, in casting his eyes around the hall, he recogniz- 
ed fourteen gentlemen ostensibly claiming to be representatives 
of the state, and members of this house. The state, he said, 
was divided by law into thirteen districts, from’ each of which 
one member was directed to be chosen to represent ber interests 
in this body. From one of these districts, the fifth, consisting 
of the counties of Mercer, Garrard, Lincoln, Jessamine and An- 
derson, there were two gentlemen present both claiming a right 
to appear on this floor. From the circumstances of the case, it 
was obvious that the question of their right to a seat must be 
decided in the present stage of the proceedings. The question 
arising from these conflicting claims was one deeply interesting, 
not only to their own immediate districts, but to the state at 
large; so much so, that the delegates from the state had met 
together, and had deemed it their duty to take the novel case 
presented under their most zerious consideration. They had, 
accordingly, examined the electoral law of Kentucky, and the 
returns from the district in question, and had concluded, (very 
contrary to his own wishes), to appoint him as their organ to 
raise the question, involved by the circumstances of these 
claims, before that body. 
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He rose, as must be obvious, uuder circumstances peculiarly 
embarrassing, to address, at this early moment, a new congress, 
with @ majority of whose members he was personally unac- 
quainted, But the duty was imposed upon him, and although, 
itieft to consult his own feelings, he should much rather have 
occupied his seat, and given a silent vote, he did not feel at li- 
derly to decline its performance. ‘lhe duty was the more pain 
ful, because the question to be raised related to two individuals, 
with both of whom he was personally acquainted, and in habits 
of the mest friendly intercourse. He could assure both the gen- 
tlemen, however, that he should endeavor to perform the un- 


welcome task assigned him, in a manuer the most respectful to 
their feelings. 


In order to enable the house to decide the controversy be- 
Aween these claimants, he would ask the clerk whether he had 
in his possession any certificates, or other vouchers, in relation 
‘to the late election, in the district from which both the gentle- 


men came? And, if he had, he would call upon the clerk to 
read them. 


The elerk replied, that there were in his possession divers pa- 
pers on that subject, and, if it were the desire of the gentleman, 
they would be produced. 

Cries of ‘‘read! read!’? resounded from all parts of the hall. ] 
he papers were accordingly produced, and being about tu be 


Mr. Wayne, of Georgia, rose, and, after premising his wish 
that it should be clearly understood that be took no part in the 
eoutroverted claim, on either side, inquired of the clerk, whose 
name appeared on the rot! which had been made out by him, as 
elected from the district in question? 


The elerk replied, that the name on the roll was that of Tho- 
mas P. Moore. 


Mr. Wayne then resumed, and expressed his wish that the 
individual whose name had been inserted on the roll, should 
produce and exhibit his credentials, that the house might be in 
circumstances of judging of the validity of his claim. from the 
earliest period of our congressional history, this had been the 
usage, and no new member was sworn in until his credentials 
had first been produced and examined. Of tate, a different 
course had been pursued, probably to avoid delay; but, in the 
present instance, there was an obvious propriety that the origi- 
nal usage should, in this case, be revived. Mr. W. said, that 
with one of the claimants he bad no personal acquaintance, 
with the other he had, and cherished much regard for him, and 
he did not wish that bis rights should be compromitted on this 
occasion. He felt his present course to be a solemn duty—it 
sprang from his heart; he was imperatively bound to stop, if 
possible, a course of proceedings by which the right of any mem. 
ber claiming a seat ov that floor might be contested in the most 
drreguiar manner. As yet, he believed a majority of the names 
on the roll had not been called, and until that had been done, 
and gentlemen had answered, although he saw them on the floor 
and in those seats, he could not recognize them as members of 
the house of representives; nor, indeed, could he do so after 
they had answered, until they had been sworn into office, as 
prescribed by the constitution. He submitted it to the judgment 
of gentlemen present, whether the old mode of calling for the 
credentials of claiming members was not the fit mode of settling 
this affair. 

Mr. Alan inquired whether he was to understand the gentle- 
man from Georgia as objecting to the reading of the paper in the 
hands of the clerk? 

Mr. Wayne answered in the negative; but said that he wished 
the credentials of the gentleman entered on the roll should first 
be produced. 

Mr. Allan replied, that the paper about to be read was pre- 
cisely the document which the gentleman from Georgia wanted 
to be read. 


The paper was then read. After some further remarks by 
Mesers. Wayne and Allan— 

Mr. Moore, of Ky. said, that if he had not been informed 
from various quarters that this movement would be made, it 
would have greatly surprised him. Unprecedented as itis, he 
was ht to meet it calmly, and to submit it to the decision 
of the house, though unformed, and not having the power to 
give a legal decision, as is now the case. [tis upon prima facie 
evidence only, (said Mr. M.) that any member of this house is 
entitled to be sworn, and it cannot be known to us, as a con- 
stitutional body, whose election is to be contested and whose 
not, until the house is organized. Until then, there is in fact 
no one entitled to make such a motion, and no one entitled to 
decide it. I come here with the prima facie evidence of my 
election, like the honorable gentleinen around me. I have in 
my possession the certificate of a majority of the sheriffs con- 
vened according to law, to compare the polls; and the clerk of 
this house has received the same evidence from the governor 
of the state of Kentucky, that [ ain the representative of the 
Sth congressional district, that be has transmitted to establish 
ihe claim of the other members from Kentucky. If these do- 
cuments are informal or defective, a committee of this house, 
alter itis duly organized, will so decide, and until they do so 
decide, and itis sanctioned by this house, | am as much enti- 
tiled to my seat us any member on this floor. 

[ not only hayg the prima facie evidence of my right to the 
seal, but if any one, ala proper veriod, shall come forward to 
contest it, I shall, | hope, be prepared to show thatl am duly 
elected, or that the election was marked by such gross irregu- 


larities, as Ought to induce this house to refer it m to 
decision of the people. ae but a deep gonvietion of the wan 
of what I have stated, would have bronght me here; and if m 
wishes could have controlled, all doubts as to wi ’ 4 
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entitled to the seat would have been deeided by the people ——<, 
selves, Without troubling this house. But as that appeal to de. 


cide ultimate as well as prima facie rights was declined Ian 
left no alternative but to assert my rights, and those of the peo- 
ple whom I clain to represent here. 

Ever inclined to pursue that course which will preserve order 
and decorum in this hall, and not being disposed to retard the 
organization of the house, I shall cheerfully submit toe any de- 
cision the gentlemen present shail make; but it is my duty to do 
it With a proper reservation of my rights, and the rights of those 
whosent me here. 

[ therefore respectfully deny the right of any one at this time 
to vote on the subject, and if ( am prohibited from qualifying | 
shall protest against it as an arbitrary exertion of power, whict; 
will form a most dangerous precedent, and net only deprive me 
of my just rights, but the people of the Sth congressional district 
of their representative. 

The reading of the papers then proceeded, and the election 
return from the 5th district of Kentucky was read, at the close 
of which the words “the votes of Lincoln eounty not being 
taken into the aceount,”’ occuring, 


Mr. Marshall inquired whether those words preceeded the Big 
natures? 


The clerk, as the reporter understood him, replied in the affir- 
mative. 


Mr. Moore then inquired whether those words were notin a 
different hand-writing from the body of the certificate? 

This also was answered by the clerk in the affirmative. 

Mr. Allan inquired, (turning to Mr. Moore), whether it was 
intended to coutended that that part of the paper was a forgery? 

Mr. Moore explained; but all the reporter could catch, was 
that Mr. M. had been told that the words had been inserted at 
the instance of one of the sheriffs, after the signing; but he dis- 
claimed any intention to impute forgery. 

Mr. lian then proceeded. He now understood that the pa- 
per which bad been read, was the document by virtue of which 
the gentleman who had just taken his seat, claimed to be duly 
clected to the present congress; and he admitted that if that 
paper, according to the laws of Kentucky, had been certified 
aud signed by the persous required to certify and sign it, then, 
by the usages of that house, the gentleman was entitled for the 
present to be recognised as the sitting member. But if the 
paper was not, in point of fact, a certificate of the electoral vote 
of the Sth congressional district of Kentucky, and was not sign- 
ed by those persons required by law to sign it, then it wasa 
nullity; and it turned out that the individual was claiming a seat 
on that floor, without any certificate of bis election. The de- 
legation from Kentucky had compared this paper with the laws 
of that state, and had come to the conclusion that the certificate 
was null and void; and he would briefly submit to the house the 
reason of such conclusion. 

The paper professed to certify the vote of a district composed 
of five counties. By the state law, it was the duty of the sheriffs 
of these five counties to meet together on a certain day after 
the polls were closed, to compare the votes given in their se- 
veral counties—add them up—and give a certificate of the re- 
sult, signed by all of them. The object of the law certainly 
was to ascertain who had a majority of all the votes given in; 
and to furnish such individual with a legal certificate of his 
election. [Mr. A. here quoted the law. ] 

In reply to soine inquiry by Mr. Wayne (which was not heard 
by the reporter)—Mr. Allan, in reply, said that he understood 
himself to possess the right of rising, and presenting the ques- 
tion in this case to the house. This was a house. Under the 
view of the constitution, it was competent to perform any act 
pertaining to the house of representatives, and its first duty 
was to ascertain who were its own members. This was a re- 
presentative government—and the first question which demand- 
ed attention was, whether individuals, claiming to be repre- 
sentatives of the people, were actually their representatives. 

Other discussion followed. Finally— 

Mr. Letcher, of Ky. proposed to Mr. Moore, that they should 
both withdraw until after the election for speaker had taken 
place. 


Mr. Moore was understood as acquiescing in this proposal; 
whereupon, 

The cierk proceeded to call the residue of the roll; when it 
appeared that 229 members were present. 

Those representatives absent were Messrs. Burns, Choate, 
Pearce, Muhlenburg, Wise, Singleton, Bullard, E. White and 
Plummer; and, of delegates, Mr. White. 

The house then proceeded to the election of speaker of the 
house. The ballots having been cast, Mr. Jarvis, Mr. Polts 
and Mr. C, C. Clay were appointed tellers; and, having counted 
the votes, reported to the louse that the whole number of bal- 
lots was 218, of which 110 were necessary to a choice; that 
there were for Andrew Stevenson 142 votes; Lewis Williams 
39; Fdward Everett 15; Johu Bell 4; other scattered votes 9; 
blank ballots 8; and that andrew Stevenson, of Virginia, having 
received a majority of all the votes given in, was duly elected 
speaker of the house. 

Whereupon, Mr. Stevenson was conducted to the chair by 
Mr. Williams, of North Carolina, from which he retarned 
thanks and addressed the house as follows: 
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Gentiemen: This ts the fourth time that you have been 
leased to call me to this high office. For this new and distin- 

guished mark of your confidence and favor, I pray you to ac- 
cept my warm and grateful acknowledgments; and whilst it 
will be deeply valued and cherished by me as the best reward 
for any past service that I may have rendered, it shall inspire 
me, with a zeal so to conduct myself, as to justify in some mea- 
sure the choice of my friends, and merit the continued approba- 
tion of my country. Would to God, that I was better qualified, 
to fulfil the arduous duties of this chair, in a manner suitable to 
its dignity and importance, my own wishes and honor, and the 
just expectauions of the house. There are few stations, gentle- 
men, under our government, either in relation to their eleva- 
tion, or the nature and extent of their duties, more taborious 
or responsible, than that of speaker of this house; and there 
probably has been no period in the past history of our country, 
when the duties of the chair were more important, or caleulat- 
ed to impose bigher responsibilities, than at the present mo- 
ment; enhanced as Jhey necessarily must be, by the enlarged 
number of the house, by the increased mass of its ordinary bu- 
siness, and by those interesting and important subjects, whieh 
will, no doubt, be presented for consideration, aud probably 
give rise to deep political excitement. 

For the last six years, my experience in this chair, has taught 
me, not only to know and feel its responsibilities and trials, but 
to know likewise how difficult and indeed impossible it is, in 
an office like thig, whose duties must often be discharged 
amidst the warmth of party feeling, for any man whoever he 
may be, to free himselt from censure or give unqualified satis- 
faction; and especially in times like these, when the acts of 
public men, are not passed lightly over, nor any very charitable 
judgment prouounced upon their motives. 

Under these circumstances, gentlemen, sincerely distrustful 
of my abilities, both in their character and extent, | come again 
at your bidding, to this high office. All that I dare hope or pro- 
mise, will be, to proceed in the path marked out, and in the spi- 
rit of the principles which I laid down for my govermment when 
I first came to this chair. It shall be my coustant and ardent 
desire, to discharge my duty with all the ability aud address in 
my power; with the temper and moderation due to the station 
and the house, and at least with a zeal and fidelity of intention, 
which shall bear me up under every embarrassment and diffi- 
culty, and entitle me tw the approbation of the just and liberal 
portion of my country. Butatl my efforts must prove unavail- 
ing, without that liberal and cordial co-operation which the 
house have heretofore so kindly extended to the chair. How 
much will depend upon yourselves, gentlemen, individually and 
collectively, in preserving the permanent laws and rules of the 
house, and giving dignity and character to its proceedings, it is 
not necessary that I should attempt to impress on you; nor is it 
needful, f am sure, that | should admonish you of the magni- 
tude of your trust, or the manner in which it ought to be dis- 
charged. But this I will take occasion to say, that if it be true 
that this house is justly to be regarded as the great bulwark of 
liberty and order; if here, here in this exalted refuge, the people 
are to look for the security and safety of their free in-titutions, 
and to repose with unlimited confidence and affection, how im- 
portant, how deeply important is it, that we prove ourselves 
worthy of the trust, and act as become the representatives ofa 
free and enlightened nation. 

Yes, gentlemen, animated by a virtuous and patriotic zeal, 
let all our proceedings, I pray you, be marked with forbear- 
ance, moderation and dignity; let us diligently and steadfastly 
pursue those measures, and those only, which are best calcu- 
lated to advance the happiness and glory of our beloved coun- 
try, and render that union, which our fathers established for 
the protection of our liberties, imperishable and immortal. 

The speaker then took the required oath to sapport the con- 
stitution of the United States, which was administered by Mr. 
Williams; after which the same oath was administered by the 
speaker to the members respectively, except that when Mr. 
Moore was called, it appeared that he and Mr. Letcher had con 
curred in allowing the organization of the bouse to be complet- 
ed before the question between them was again raised; and 
neither of them was sworn. 

The honse then proceeded to the election of clerk of the 
house. Mr. Polk, Mr. Henry King and Mr. Mann being the 
tellers; who, after counting the ballots, reported that the whole 
number of votes given in was 231; that of these 116 were neces- 
sary to achoice. 

Three ballots were taken as follows: 


ist. 2d. 3d. 


Matthew St. Clair Clarke, - 113 112 110 
Walter 8. Franklin, - - 107 114 117 
Scattering - - - 8 -- wos 
Blanks - - - 3 2 2 


So Walter S. Franklin, of Pennsylvania, was elected clerk of 
the house. 


And then the house adjourned. 


In the course of the discussion on the contested election be- 
tween Messrs. Letcher and Moore, the following documents 
were submitted— 


State of Kentucky, fifth congressional district. 
We the undersigned sheriffs for the counties of Mercer, Gar- 


rard, Anderson, Lincoln and Jessamine, composing said fiftii 





congressional district, do certify, that on the fifteenth day after 


the commencement of the late congressional election, for said 
district to wit, on the 20th day of August, 1833, we met at the. 
court house in Harrodsburg, Mercer county, and, adjourning. 
from day to day, made a faithful comparison and addition of the 
votes and polls, for said congressional election fur said district, 
and found, and accordingly certify, that ‘Thomas P. Moore, is 
duly elected representative to congress, from the said fifth con- 
renmere) district, by a majority of the qualified votes of said 
istrict. 
Given under our hands, this 21st day of August, 1833. 
The vote of Lincoln county not taken into calculation. 
Jacob Keller, deputy for 
G. W. Thompson, 3. M.C. 
John Wash, sheriff of An- 
derson county by R. Walker, deputy. 
James H. Lowry, deputy for 
John Downing, 8. J.C. 
And the following was the clause of the law of Kentucky, 
read by Mr. .dllan, in objecting to Mr. Moore’s claim: 


An act to divide the state into congressional districts, approved 
Feb. 2d, 1833. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That the sheriffs of the several 
counties in each district, shall, on the fileenth day after the 
commencement of their elections, assemble at the places here- 
inafter designated, in each of their respective districts, and 
there, by faithful comparison and addition, ascertain the person 
elected in their districts. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, ad * * « 
. * * * - 7. * _ * 
After having ascertained, as before directed, the person elected 
in such district, the sheriffs thereof shall make out a certificate 
of the election of the person in their district, which shall be 
signed by all the sheriffs of the district, and which shall be lodg- 
ed with the sheriff of the county wherein the polls are compar- 


ed, and by him, together with a copy of the polls, transmitted 
to the secretary of state. 


Tuesday, Dec. 3. Some small matters being attended to— 
Walter 8. Franklin, esq. the clerk elect of the house, appear- 
ed, and was sworn into office. 

Mr. Randolph was re-elected sergeant-at arms—by 158 votes 
—54 for William D. Robinson, scattering and blanks 8. Mr. 
Carr was re-appointed door-keeper, and Mr. Hunter re-ap- 
pointed his assistant. 

Mr. Sutherland, of Pennsylvania, moved that the rules and 

orders adopted by the last congrese should stand as the rules 
and orders of the present congress. 
Mr. Hubbard wished the resolution modified, so as to except 
those rules which designate the number of members of which 
the standing committees are to be composed; as it was his opi- 
nion that, in consequence of the enlarged number of the house, 
the committees should consist of nine members, instead of 
seven, as heretofore. 

Mr. Polk wished the resolution modified so as to provide that 
the members should sit in the house uncovered, uniess under 
special leave of the speaker. 

[After some debate, in which Mr. Williams assigned his rea- 
sons, against an increase of the number of the committees, the 
rules of the last congress, except those having reference to the 
subjects above stated, were adopted for the government of the 
present.) 


At one o’clock—a message was received from the president 
of the United States, by .4. J. Donelson, esq. his private secre- 
tary, and read at the clerk’s table as follows: : 

Feilow citizens of the senate 
and house of representives: 

On your assembling to perform the high trusts which the peo- 
ple of the United States have confided to you, of legislating for 
their common welfare, it gives me pleasure to congratulate you 
upon the happy condition of our beloved country. By the favor 
of Divine Providence, health is again restored to us: peace 
reigns within our borders: abundance crowns the labors of our 
fields: commerce and domestic industry flourish and increase: 
and individual happiness rewards the private virtue and enter- 
prise of our citizens. 

Our condition abroad is no less honorable than it is prosper- 
ous athome. Seeking nothing that is not right, and determin- 
ed to eubmit to nothing that is wrong, but desiring honest 
friendships and liberal intercourse with all nations, the United 
States have gained throughout the world the confidence and 
respect which are due to the character of the American people 
and to a policy so just, and so congenial to the spirit of their 
institutions, 

In bringing to your notice the particular state of our foreign 
affairs, it affords me high gratification to inform you, that they 
are in a condition which promises the eontinuance of friendship 
with all nations. 

With Great Britain the interesting question of our north- 
eastern boundary remains still undecided. A negotiation, how- 
ever, upon that subject has been renewed since the close of the 
last congress; and a proposition has been submitted to the Bri- 
tich government with the view of establishing, in conformity 
with the resolution of the senate, the line designated by the 
treaty of 1783. Though no definitive answer has been received, 
it may be daily looked for, and I entertain a hope that the over- 

ture may ultimately lead to a satisfactory adjustment of this 
important matter. 
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I have the satisfaction to inform you that a negotiation 
which, by desire of the house of representatives, was opened, 
some years ago, with the British government, for the erection 
of light houses on the Bahamas, has been successful. ‘Those 
works, when completed, together with those which the United 
States have constructed on the western side of the gulf of Filo- 
rida, will contribute essentially to the safety of navigation in 
that sea. This joint participation in establishments interesting 
to humanity and beneficial to commerce, is worthy of two en- 
lightened nations, and indicates feelings which cannot fail to 
have a happy influence upon their political relations. It is 
gratifying to the friends of both to perceive that the intercourse 
between the two people is becoming daily more extensive, and 
that sentiments of mutual good will have grown up, befitting 
their common origin, justifying the hope, that by wise counsels 
on each side, not only unsettied questions may be satisfactorily 
terminated, but new causes of misunderstanding prevented. 


Notwithstanding that I continue to receive the most amicable 
assurances from the government of France, and that in all other 
respects thé most friendly relations exist between the United 
States and that government, it is to be regretted that the stipula- 
tions of the convention concluded on the 4th July, 1831, re- 
main, in some important parts, unfulfilled. 


By the second article of that convention, it was stipulated 
that the sum payable to the United States, should be paid at 
Paris, in six annual instalments, into the hands of such person 
or persons as should be authorised by the government of the 
United States to receive it; and by the same article the first 
instalment was payable on the second day of February, 1833. 
By the act of congress of the 13th July, 1832, it was made the 
duty of the secretary of the treasury, to cause the several in- 
stalments, with the interest thereon, to be received from the 
French government, avd transferred to the United States, in 
such manner as he may deem best; and by the same act of con- 
gress, the stipulation on the part of the United States, in the 
convention, were, in all respects, fulfilled. Not doubting that 
a te | thus made, and ratified by the two governments, and 
faithfully executed by the United States, would be promptly 
complied with by the other party, and desiring to avoid the risk 
and expense of intermediate agencies, the secretary of the trea- 
sury deemed it advisable to receive and transfer the first instal- 
ment by means of a draft upon the French minister of finance. 
A draft for this purpose was accordingly drawn in favor of the 
cashier of the bank of the United States, for the amount accru- 
ing to the United States out of the first instalment and the iu- 
terest payable withit. This bill was not drawn at Washington 
until five days after the instalment was payable at Paris, and 
was accompanied by a special authority from the president, au- 
thorising the cashier, or his assigns, to receive the amount.— 
The mode thus adopted of receiving the instalment, was of- 
ficially made known to the French government, by the Ameri- 
can charge d’affaires at Paris, pursuant to instructions from the 
department of state. The bill, however, though not presented 
for payment until the twenty-third day of March, was not paid, 
and for the reason assigned by the French minister of finance, 
that no appropriation had been made by the French chambers. 
It is not known to me that, up to that period, any appropriation 
had been required of the chambers; and although a communica- 
tion was subsequently made to the chambers, by direction of 
the king, recommending that the necessary provision should be 
made for carrying the convention into effect, it was at an ad- 
vanced period of the session, and the subject was finally post- 
poned until the next meeting of the chambers. 


Nothwithstanding it has been supposed by the French ministry, 
that the financial stipulations of the treaty cannot be carried into 
effect without an appropriation by the chambers, it appears to 
me to be not only consistent with the charter of France, but due 
to the character of both governments, as well as tothe rights of 
our citizens, to treat the convention made and ratified, in proper 
form, as pledging the good faith of the French government for its 
execution, and as imposing upon each department an obligation 
to fulfil it; and I have received assurances through our charge 
d’affairs at Paris, and the French minister plenipotentiary at 
Washington, and more recently through the minister of the U. 
States at Paris, that the delay has not proceeded from any in- 
disposition on the part of the king and his ministers, to fulfil 
the treaty, and that measures will be presented at the next 
meeting of the chambers, and with a reasonable hope of suc- 
cess, to obtain the necessary appropriation. 


It is necessary to state, however, that the documents, except 
certain lists of vessels captured, condemned or burnt at sea, 
proper to facilitate the examination and liquidation of the recla- 
mations comprised in the stipulations of the convention, and 
which, by the 6th article, France engaged to communicate to 
the United States by the intermediary of the legation, though 
repeatedly applied for by the American charge d’affaires, under 
instructions from this government, have not yet been communi- 
cated; and this delay, it is apprehended, will necessarily prevent 
the completion of the duties assigned to the commissioners 
within the time at present prescribed by law. 

The reasons for delaying to communicate these documents 
have not been explicitly stated, and this is the more to he re- 
gretted, as it is not understood that the interposition of the 
chambers is in any manner required for the delivery of those 
papers. 

Under these circumstances in a case so important to the in- 
terests of our citizens and to the character of our country, and 
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under disappointments so unexpected, I deemed it my duty 
however [ might respect the general assurances to which | have 
adverted, no longer to delay the appointment of 4 minister pte- 
nipotentiary at Paris, but to despatch him in season to evy)- 
muuicate the result of his application to the French government 
atan early period of your session. 1 accordingly appointed qa 
distinguished citizen for this purpose, who proceeded on his 
mission in August last, and was presented to the king, early in 
the month of October. He is particularly instructed as to all mat. 
ters connected with the present posture of affairs, and I indulge 
the hope that, with the representations he is instructed to inake, 
and from the dispositions manifested by the king and his minis- 
ters, in their recent assurances to our minister at Paris, the sub- 
ject will be early considered and satisfactorily disposed of at the 
next meeting of the chambers. 

As this subject involves important interests and has attracted 
a considerable share of the public attention, I have deemed jit 
proper to make this explicit statement of its actual condition; 
and should I be disappointed in the hope now entertained, the 
subject will be again brought to the notice of congress in such 
manner as the occasion may require. 

The friendly relations which have always been maintained 
between the United States and Russia, bave been further ex- 
tended and strengthened by the treaty of navigation and com- 
merce, concluded on the 6th of December last, and sanctioned 
by the senate before the close of its last session. The ratifica- 
tions having been since exchanged, the liberal provisions of the 
treaty are now in full force; and, under the encouragement 
which they have received, a flourishing and increasing com- 
merce, yielding its benefits to the enterprise of both nations, 
affords to each the just recompense of wise measures, and adds 
new motives for that mutual friendship which the two coun- 
tries have hitherto cherished towards each other. 

It affords me peculiar satisfaction to state, that the govern- 
inent of Spain has at length yielded to the justice of the claims 
which have been so long urged in behalf of our citizens, and 
has expressed a willingness to provide an indemnification, as 
soon as the proper amount can be agreed upon. Upon this lat- 
ter point, itis probable an understanding had taken place be- 
tween the minister of the United States and the Spanish go- 
vernment before the decease of the late king of Spain; and, un- 
less that event may have delayed its completion, there is reason 
to hope that it may be in my power to announce to you, early 
in your present session, the conclusion of a convention upon 
terms not less favorable than those entered into for similar ob- 
jects with other nations. That act of justice would well ae- 
cord with the character of Spain, and is due to the United 
States from their ancient friend. It could not fail to strengthen 
the sentiments ofamity and good will between the two nations, 
which it is so much the wish of the United States to cherish, 
and so truly the interest of both to maintain. 

By the first section of an act of congress passed on the 13th 
July, 1832, the tonnage duty on Spanish ships arriving from the 
ports of Spain, was limited to the duty payable on American 
vessels in the ports of Spain, previous to the 20th October, 1817, 
being five cents perton. The act was intended to give effect, 
on our side, to an arrangement made with the Spanish govern- 
ment, by which discriminating duties of tonnage were to be abo- 
lished in the ports of the United States and Spain, on the ves- 
sels of the two nations. Pursuant to that arrangement, which 
was carried into effect on the part of Spain, on the 20th of May, 
1832, by a royal order dated the 20th of April, 1832, American 
vessels in the ports of Spain have paid five cents per ton, which 
rate of duty is also paid in those ports by Spanish ships; but as 
American vessels pay no tonnage duty in the ports of the Unit- 
ed States, the duty of five cents payable in our ports by Spanish 
vessels, under the act above mentioned, is really a discriminat- 
ing duty, operating to the disadvantage of Spain. ‘Though no 
complaint has yet been made on the part of Spain, we are not 
the less bound by the obligations of good faith, to remove the 
discrimination; and I recommend that the act be amended ac- 
cordingly. As the royal order, above alluded to, includes the 
ports of the Balearic and Canary Islands, as well as those of 
Spain, it would seem that the provisions of the act of congress 
should be equally extensive; and that for the repayment of such 
duties as may have been improperly received, an addition 
should be made to the sum appropriated at the last session of 
congress for refunding discriminating duties. 


As the arrangement referred to, however, did not embrace 
the islands of Cuba and Porto Rico, discriminating duties, to 
the prejudice of American shipping, continue to be levied there. 
From the extent of the commerce carried on between the Unit- 
ed States and those isiands, particularly the former, this discri- 
mination causes serious injury to one of those great national in- 
terests which it has been considered an essential part of our 
policy to cherish, and has given rise to complaints on the part 
of our merchants. Under instructions given to our minister at 
Madrid, earnest representations have been made by him to the 
Spanish government upon this subject, and there is reason to 
expect, from the friendly disposition which is entertained to- 
wards this country, that a beneficial change will be produced. 
The disadvantage, however, to which our shipping is subjected 
by the operation of these discriminating duties, requires that 
they be met by suitable countervailing duties during vour pre- 
sent session—power being at the same time vested in the presi- 
dent, to modify or discontinue them as the discriminating duties 
on American vessels or their cargoes may be modified or dis- 
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continued at those islands. Intimations have been given to the 
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Spanish government, that the United States may be obliged to 
resort to such measures as are of necessary self defence; and 
there is no reason to apprehend that it would be unfavorably 
received. The proposed proceeding, if adopted, would not be 
rmitted, however, in any degree to induce a relaxation in the 
efforts of our minister to effect a repeal of this irregularity, by 
friendly negotiation; and it might serve to give force to his re- 
resentations, by showing the dangers to which that valuable 
trade is exposed, by the obstructions and burthens which a sys- 
tem of discriminating and countervailing duties necessarily pro- 
€s. 
ovrhe selection and preparation of the Florida archives, for the 
purpose of being delivered over to the United States, in confor- 
mity with the royal order, as mentioned in my last annual mes- 
sage, though in progress, has not yet been completed. ‘This de- 
lay has been produced, partly by causes which were unavoida- 
ble, particularly the prevalence of cholera at Havana; but mea- 
sures have been taken, which it is believed will expedite the 
delivery of those important records. 

Congress were informed, at the opening of the last session, 
that, “‘owing, as was alleged, to embarrassments in the finances 
of Portugal, consequent upon the civil war in which that nation 
was engaged,’? payment had been made of only one instalment 
of the amount which the Portuguese government had stipulated 
to pay for indemnifying our citizens for property illegally cap- 
tured in the blockade of Terceira. Since that time, a postpone- 
ment for two years, with interest, of the two remaining instal- 
ments, Was requested by the Portuguese government; and as a 
consideration, it offered to stipulate that rice of the United 
States should be admitted into Portugal, at the same duties as 
Brazilian rice. Being satisfied that no better arrangement 
could be made, my consent was given; and a royal order of the 
king of Portugal was accordingly issued on the 4th of February 
last, for the reduction of the duty on rice of the United States. 
it would give me great pleasure if, in speaking of that country, 
in whose prosperity the United States are so much interested, 
and with whom a long subsisting, extensive and mutually ad- 
vantageous commercial intercourse has strengthened the rela- 
tions of friendship, I could announce to you the restoration of 
its internal tranquillity. 

Subsequently to the commencement of the last session of 
congress, the final instalment payable by Denmark, under the 
convention of the 28th day of March, 1830, was received. The 
commissioners for examining the claims, have since terminated 
their labors, and their awards have been paid at the treasury as 
they have been called for. The justice rendered to our citizens 
by that government, is thus completed, and a pledge is thereby 
afforded for the maintenance of that friendly intercourse be- 
coming the relations that the two nations mutually bear to each 
other. 

it is satisfactory to inform you that the Danish government 
have recently issued an ordinance by which the commerce of 
the island of St. Croix is placed on a more liberal footing than 
heretofore. Thie change cannot fail to prove beneficial to the 
trade between the United States and that colony; and the ad- 
vantages likely to flow from it may lead to greater relaxations 
in the colonial systems of other nations. 

The ratifications of the convention with the king of the Two 
Sicilies, have been duly exchanged, and the commissioners ap- 
pointed for examining the claims under it, have entered upon 
the duties assigned to them by law. ‘The friendship that the in- 
terests of the two nations require of them, being now establish- 
ed, it may be hoped that each will enjoy the benefits which a 
liberal commerce should yield to both. 

A treaty of amity and commerce between the United States 
and Belgium, was concluded during the last winter, anc receiv- 
ed the sanction of the senate; but the exchange of the ratifica- 
tions has been hitherto delayed, in consequence, in the first in- 
stance, of some delay in the reception of the treaty at Brussels, 
and subsequently, of the absence of the Belgian minister of fo- 
reign affairs, at the important conferences in which his govern- 
ment is engaged at London. 

That treaty does but embody those enlarged principles of 
friendly policy, which, it is sincerely hoped, will always regu- 
late the conduct of the two nations, having such strong motives 
to maintain amicable relations towards each other, and so sin 
cerely desirous to cherish them. 

With all the other European powers with whom the United 
States have formed diplomatic relations, and with the sublime 
porte, the best understanding prevails. From all | continue to 
receive assurances of good will towards the United States—as 
surances which it gives me no less pleasure to reciprocate than 
to receive. With all, the engagements which have been enter- 
ed into, are fulfilled with good faith on both sides. Measures 
have also been taken to enlarge our friendly relations and ex- 
tend our commercial intercourse with other states. The sys 
tem we have pursued of aiming at no exclusive advantages, of 
dealing with all on terms of fair and equal reciprocity, and of 
adhering scrupulously to all our engagements, is well calculat 
ed to give success to efforts intended to be mutually beneficial. 


The wars of which the southern part of this continent was, 
£0 long, the theatre, and which were carried on, either by the 
mother country against the states which had formerly been her 
colonies, or by the states against each other, having terminated. 
and their civil dissensions having so far subsided, as, with few 
exceptions, no longer to disturb the public tranquillity, it is ear- 
nestly hoped those states will be able to employ themselves 
without interruption in perfecting their institutions, cultivating 





the arts of peace, and promoting, by wise counsels and able ex- 
ertions, the public and private prosperity which their patriotic 
struggles so well entitle them to enjoy, 

With those states our relations have undergone but little 
change during the present year. No reunion having yet taken 
place between the states which composed the republic of Co- 
lombia, our charge d’affairs at Bogota bas been accredited to the 
government of New Granada, and we have therefore no diplo- 
matic relations with Venezuela and Equator, except as they 
may be included in those heretofore formed with the Colombian 
republic. itis understood that representatives from the three 
states were about to assemble at Bogota to confer on the sub- 
ject of their mutual interests, particularly that of their union; 
and if the result should render it necessary, measures will be 
taken On Our part to preserve with each that friendship and those 
liberal commercial connections which it has been the constant 
desire of the United States to cultivate with their sister repub- 
lics of this hemisphere. Until the important question of reunion 
shall be settled, however, the diflerent matters which bave been 
under discussion between the United States and the republic of 
Colombia, or either of the states which composed it, are not 
likely to be brought to a satisfactory issue. 

In consequence of the illness of the charge d’affaires appoint- 
ed to Central America at the last session of congress, be was 
prevented from proceeding on his mission until the month of 
October. It is hoped, however, that he is by this time at his 
post, and that the official intercourse, unfortunately so long in- 
terrupted, has been thus renewed on the part of the two nations 
so amicably and advantageously connected by engagements 
founded on the most enlarged principles of commercial recipro- 
city. 

It is gratifying to state that since my last annual message, 
sonie of the most important claims of our fellow citizens upon 
the government of Brazil have been satisfactorily adjusted, and 
a reliance is placed on the friendly dispositions manifested by 
it that justice will also be done in others. No new causes of 
complaint have arisen: and the trade between the two countries 
flourishes under the encouragement secured to it by the liberal 
provisions of the treaty. 

It is cause of regret, that, owing probably to the civil dissen- 
sions which have occupied the atteution of the Mexican govern- 
iment, the time fixed by the treaty of limits with the U. States for 
the meeting of the commissioners to define the boundaries be- 
tween the two nations, has been suffered to expire without the 
appointment of any commissioners On the part of that govern- 
ment. While the true boundary remains in doubt by either 
party, itis difficult to give effect to those measures which are 
necessary to the protection and quiet of our numerous citizens 
residing near that frontier. The subject is one of great solici- 
tude to the United States, and will not fail to receive my ear- 
nest attention. 

The treaty concluded with Chili, and approved by the senate 
at its last session, was also ratified by the Chilian government, 
but with certain additional and explanatory articles of a nature 
to have required itto be again submitted to the senate. The 
time limited for the exchange of the ratifications, however, hav- 
ing since expired, the action of both governments on the treaty 
will again become necessary. 

The negotiations commenced with the Argentine republic, 
relative to the outrages committed on our vessels engaged in 
the fisheries at the Falkland Islands, by persons acting under 
the color of its authority, as well as the other matters in contro- 
versy between the two governments, have been suspended by 
the departure of the charge d’affaires of the United States from 
Buenos Ayres. It is understood, however, that a minister was 
subsequently appointed by that government to renew the nego- 
tiation in the United States, but, though daily expected, he has 
not yet arrived in this country. 

With Peru no treaty has yet been formed, and with Bolivia 
no diplomatic intercourse has yet been established. It will be 
my endeavor to encourage those sentiments of amity and that 
liberal commerce which belong to the relations in which all the 
independent states of this continent stand towards each other. 

I deem it proper to recommend to your notice the revision of 
our consular system. This has become an important branch of 
the public service, inasmuch as it is intimately connected with 
the preservation of our national character abroad, with the in- 
terest of our citizens in foreign countries, with the regulation 
and care of our commerce, and with the protection of our sea- 
men. Atthe close of the last session of congress I communi- 
cated a report from the secretary of state upon the subject, to 
which T now refer, as containing information which may be use- 
ful in any inquiries that congress may see fit to institute with a 
view to a salutary reform of the system. 


It gives me great pleasure to congratulate you upon the pros- 
perous condition of the finances of the country, as will appear 
from the report which the secretary of the treasury will, in due 
time, lay before you. The receipts into the treasury during the 
present year, will amount to more than tiirty-two millions of 
dollars. The revenue derived from customs will, it is believed, 
be more than twenty-eight millions, and the public lands will 
yield about three millions. The expenditures within the year 
for all objects, including $2,572,240 99 on account of the public 
debt, will not amount to twenty-five millions: and a large ba- 
lance will remain in the treasury after satisfying all the appro- 
priations chargeable on the revenue for the present year. 

The measures taken by the secretary of the treasury will pro- 
bably enable him to pay off, in the course of the present year, 
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the residue of the pomeeee four-and a half per cent. stock, re- 
deemable on the first of January next. It has, therefore, been 
included in the estimated expenditure of this year, and forms a 
part of the sum above stated to have been paid on account of 
the public debt. The payment of this stock will reduce the 
whole debt of the United States, funded and anfunded, to the 
sum of $4,760,082 U8. And as provision has already been made 
for the four and a half per cent. above mentioned, and charged 
in the expetses of the present year, the sum last stated is all 
that now remains of the national debt; and the revenue of the 
coming year, together with the balance now in the treasury, 
will be suffici-nt to discharge it, after meeting the current ex- 
pensee of the government. Under the power given to the com. 
missioners of the sinking fund, it will, I have no doubt, be pur- 
chased on favorable terms within the year. 


From this view of the state of the finances, and the public 
engagements yet to be fulfilled, you will perceive that, if Provi- 
dence permits me to meet you at another session, I shall have 
the high gratification of announcing to you that the national debt 
is extinguished. I cannot refrain from expressing the pleasure 
I feel ut the near approach of that desirable event. The short 
period of time within which the public debt will have been dis- 
charged, is strong evidence of the abundant resources of the 
country, and of the prudence and economy with which the go- 
vernment has heretofore been administered. We have waged 
two wars since we became a nation, with one of the most pow- 
erful kingdoms in the world—both of them undertaken in de- 
fence of our dearest rights—both successfully prosecuted and 
honorably terminated—and many of those who partook in the 
first struggle, as well as the second, will have lived to see the 
last item of the debt incurred in these necessary but expensive 
conflicts, faithfully and honestly discharged—and we shall have 


a 


the proud satisfaction of bequeathing to the public servants who | 


follow us in the administration of the govérnment, the rare 
blessing of a revenue sufficiently abundant—raised without in- 
justice or oppression to our citizens—and unincumbered with 
any burthens but what they themselves shall think proper to 
impose upon it. 

The flourishing state of the finances ought noi, however, to 
encourage us to indulge ina lavish expenditure of the public 
treasure. The receipts of the present year do not furnish the 
test by which we are to estimate the income of the next. The 
changes made in our revenue system by the acts of congress of 
1832 and 1833, and more especially by the former, have swelled 
the receipts of the present year far beyond U:s amount to be ex- 
pected in future years upon the reduced tariff of duties. The 
shortened credits on revenue bonds, and the cash duties on wool- 
lens which were introduced by the act of 1832, and took effect on 
the 4th of March last, have brought Jarge sums into the treasury 
in 1833, which, according to the credits formerly given, would 
not have been payable until 1834, and would have formed a part 
of the income of that year. These causes would of themselves 
produce a great diminution of the receipts in the year 1834, as 
compared with the present one; and they will be still more di- 
minished by the reduced rates of duties which take place on the 
first of January next, on some of the most important and pro- 
ductive articles. Upon the best estimates that can be made, the 
receipts of the next year with the aid of the unappropriated 
amount now in the treasury, will not be much more than suffi- 
cient to meet the expenses of the year and pay the small rem- 
nant of the national debt which yet remains unsatisfied, I can- 
not, therefore, recommend to you any alteration in the present 
tariff of duties. The rate as now fixed by law on the various 
articles was adopted at the last session of congress as a matter 
of compromise with unusual unanimity, and unless it is found 
to produce more than the necessities of the government call for, 
there would seem to be no reason at this time to justify a change. 


But while I forbear to recommend any further reduction of 
the duties, beyond that already provided for by the existing laws, 
I must earnestly and respectfully press upon congress the im- 

nee of abstaining from all appropriations which are not ab 
solutely required for the public interests, and authorised by the 
powers clearly delegated to the United States. We are begin- 
ning a new era in our government. The national debt, which 
has so long been a burthen on the treasury, will be finally dis- 
charged in the course of the ensuing year. No more money 
will afterwards be needed than what may be necessary to meet 
the ordinary expenses of the government. Now then is the pro- 

r moment to fix our system of expenditure on firm and dura- 
bie rinciples: and I cannot too strongly urge the necessity of a 
rigid economy, and an inflexible determination not to enlarge 
the income beyond the real necessities of the government, and 
not to increase the wants of the government by unnecessary and 

rofuse expenditures. Ifa contrary course should be pursued, 
t may happen that the revenue of 1834 will fall short of the de- 
mands upon it; and after reducing the tariff in order to lighten 
the burthens of the people, and providing for a still further re- 
duction to take effect hereafter, it would be much to be deplor- 
ed if, at the end of another year, we should find ourselves oblig- 
ed to retrace our steps and impose additional taxes to meet un- 
necessary expenditures. 


It is my duty, on this oceasion, to call your attention to the 
destruction of the public building occupied by the treasury de- 
partment, which happened since the last adjournment of con- 
gress. A thorough inquiry into the causes of this loss was di- 
rected and made at the time, the result of which will be duly 
communicated to you. I take pleasure, however, in stating 
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ment, and many of the citizens of the district, but few papers 

were lost and none that will materially affect the public interest, 

The public convenience requires that another building should 
be erected as soon as practicable; and in providing for it, it wil! 
be advisable tu enlarge, in some manner, the accommodations 
for the public officers of the several departments, and to autho- 
rise the erection of suitable depositories for the safe keeping of 
the public documents and records. 

Since the last adjournment of congress, the secretary of the 
treasury has directed the money of the United States to be de- 
posited in certain state banks, designated by him, and he wi|| 
immediately lay before you hts reasons for this direction. | 
concur with him entirely in the view he has taken of the sub- 
ject; and some months before the removal, | urged upon the 
department the propriety of taking that step. ‘The near approach 
of the day on which the charter will expire, as well as the con- 
duct of the bank, appeared to me to call for this measure, upon 
the high considerations of public interest and public duty. The 
extent of its misconduct, however, although known to be great, 
was not at that time fully developed by proof. It was not until 
late in the month of August, that I received from the govern- 
ment directors an official report, establishing beyond question, 
that this great and powerful institution had been actively en 
gaged in attempting to influence the elections of the public offi- 
eers, by means of its money: and that, in violation of the ex 
press provisions of its charter, it had, by a formal resolution, 
placed its funds at the disposition of its president, to be employ- 
ed in sustaining the political power of the bank. A copy of this 
resolution is contained in the report of the government direc- 
tors, before referred to; and however the objects may be disguis- 
ed by cautious language, no one can doubt that this money was 
in truth intended for electioncvering purposes, and the particular 
uses to which it was proved to have been applied, abundantly 
show that it was so understood. Not only was the evidence 
complete, as to the past application of the money and power of 
the hank, to electioneering purposes, but that the resolution of 
the board of directors authorised the same course to be pursued 
in future. 

It being thus established by unquestionable proof that the 
bank of the United States was converted into a permanent elec 
tioneering engine, it appeared to me that the path of duty whieh 
the executive department of the government ought to pursue, 
was not doubtful. As by the terms of the bank charter, no offi- 
cer but the secretary of the treasury could remove the deposites, 
it seemed to me that this authority ouglt to be at once exerted 
to deprive that great corporation of the support and countenance 
of the government in such an use of its funds and such an exer- 
tion of its power. In this point of the case, the question is dis- 
tinctly presented, whether the people of the United States are 
to govern through representatives chosen by their unbiased sut- 
frages, Or whether the power and money of a great corporation 
are to be secretly exerted to influence their judgment and con- 
trol their decisions. It must now be determined whether the 
bank is to have its candidates for all offices in the country, from 
the highest to the lowest, or whether candidates on both sides of 
political questions shall be brought forward as heretofore and 
supported by the usual means. 

At this time the efforts of the bank to control public opinion 
through the distresses of some and the fears of others, are equal- 
ly apparent, and if possible more objectionable. By a curtail- 
ment of its accommodations more rapid than any emergency re- 
quires, and even while it retains specie to an almost unprece- 
dented amount in its vaults, itis attempting to produce great 
emburrassment in one portion of the community, while through 
presses Known to have been sustained by its money, it attempts, 
by unfounded alarms, to create a panic in all. 

These are the means by which it seems to expect that it can 
force a restoration of the deposites, and a3 a necessary conse- 
quence, extort from congress a renewal of its charter. I am 
happy to know that, through the good sense of our people, the 
effort to get up a panic has hitherto failed, and that, through the 
increased accommodations which the state banks have been en- 


abled to afford, no public distress has followed the exertions of 


the bank; and it cannot be doubted that the exercise of it« pow- 
er and the expenditure of its money, as well as its efforts to 
spread groundless alarm, will be met and rebuked as they 
deserve. In my own sphere of duty, [ should feel myself called 
on by the facts disclosed to order a scire facias against the bank, 
with a view to put an end to the chartered rights it has so pal 

pably violated, were it not that the charter itself will expire as 


soon as a decision would probably be obtained from the court 
of last resort. 


I called the attention of congress to this subject in my last 
annual message, and informed them that snch measures as were 
within the reach of the secretary of the treasury, had been taken 
to enable him to judge, whether the public deposites in the bank 
of the United States were entirely safe; but that as his single 
powers might be inadequate to the object, | recommended the 
subject to congress, as worthy of their serious investigation: 
declaring it as my opinion, that an inquiry into the transactions 
of that institution, embracing the branches as well as the prin- 
cipal bank, was called for by the credit which was given through- 
out the country to many serious charges impeaching their cha- 
racter, and which, if true, might juatly excite the apprehension 

hat they were no longer a safe depository for the public money. 
he extent to which the examination, thus recommende:, 
was gone into, is spread upon your journals, and ig too well 
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known to require to be stated. Such as was made, resulted in 
a report from a majority of the committee of ways and means 
touching certain specified points only, concluding with a reso- 
lution that the government deposites might safely be continued 
in the bank of the United States. ‘This resolution was adopted 
at the close of the session, by the vote of a majority of the house 
of representatives, : : 

Although | may not always be able to concur in the views of 
the public interest, or the duties of its agents, which may be 
taken by the other departunents of the government, or either of 
its branches, L am, notwithstanding, wholly incapable of re- 
ceiving otherwise than with the most sincere respect, all opi- 
niors or suggestions proceeding from such a source; and in re- 
spect to nove am L more inclined to do so, than to the house of 
representatives. But it will be seen from the brief views at this 
time taken of the subject by mysell, as well as the most ample 
ones presented by the secretary of the treasury, that the change 
in the deposites which has been ordered, has been deemed to be 
called for by considerations which are not affected by the pro- 
ceedings relerred to, and which, if correctly viewed by that de- 
partment, rendered its act a matter of imperious duty. 

Coming as you do for the most part, immediately from the 
people and the states, by election, and possessing the fullest op- 
portunity to know their sentiments, the present congress will be 
sincerely solicitous to carry into full and fair effect the will of 
their constituents in regard to this institution. It will be for 
those in whose behalf we all act, to decide whether the execu- 
tive department of the government, in the steps which it has 
taken on this subject, has been found in the line of his duty. 

The accompanying report of the secretary of war, with the 
documents annexed to it, exhibits the operations of the war de- 
partment for the past year, and the condition of the various sub- 
jects entrusted to its administration. 

It will be seen from them that the army maintains the cha- 
racter it has heretofore acquired for efficiency and military 
knowledge. Nothing has occurred since your last session to 
require its services beyond the ordinary routine of duties, which 
upon the seaboard and the inland frontier devolve upon itin a 
time of peace. The system,so wisely adopted and so long pur- 
sued, of constructing fortifications at exposed points, and of 
preparing and collecting the supplies necessary for the military 
defence of the country, and thus providently furnishing in peace 
the means of defence in war, has been continued with the usual 
results. I recommend to your consideration the various sub- 
jects suggested in the report of the secretary of war. Their 
adoption would promote the public service and meliorate the 
condition of the army. 

Our relations with the various Indian tribes have been undis- 
turbed since the termination of the difficulties growing out of 
the hostile aggressions of the Sacs and Fox Indians. Several 
treaties have been formed for the relinquishment of territory to 
the United States, and for the migration of the occupants to the 
region assigned for their residence, west of the Mississippi. 
Should these treaties be ratified by the senate, provision will 
have been made for the removal of almost all the tribes now re- 
maining east of that river, and for the termination of many diffi- 
cult and embarrassing questions arising out of their anomalous 
political condition. It is to be hoped that those portions of two 
of the southern tribes which in that event will present the only 
remaining difficulties, will realize the necessity of emigration, 
and will speedily resorttoit. My original convictions upon this 
subject have been confirmed by the course of events for several 
years, and experience is every day adding to their strength. 
That those tribes cannot exist, surrounded by our settlements 
and in continual contact with our citizens, is certain. They 
have neither the intelligence, the industry, the moral habits, nor 
the desire of improvement, which are essential to any favorable 
change in their condition, Established in the midst of another 
and a superior race, and without appreciating the causes of their 
inferiority, or seeking to control them, they must necessarily 
yield to the force of circumstances, and ere long disappear. 
Such has been their fate heretofore, and if it is to be averted, 
and itis, it can only be done by a general removal beyond our 
boundary and by the reorganization of their political system up- 
on principles adapted to the new relations in which they will 
be placed. The experiment which has been recently made, has 
so far proved successful. The emigrants generally are repre- 
sented to be prosperous and contented, the country suitable to 
their wants and habits, and the essential articles of subsistence 
easily procured. When the report of the commissioners now 
engaged in investigating the condition and prospects of these in- 
dians, and in devising a plan for their intercourse and govern- 
ment is received, I trust ample means of information will be in 
possession of the government for adjusting all the unsettled 
questions connected with this interesting subject. 


The operations of the navy during the year, and its present 
condition, are fully exhibited in the anaual report from the navy 
department. 

Suggestions are made by the secretary, of various improve- 
ments, which deserve careful consideration, and most of which, 
if adopted, bid fair to promote the efficieacy of this important 
branch of the public service. Among these are the new organi- 
zation of the navy board, the revision of the pay to officers, and 
a change in the period of time, or in the manner of making the 


annual appropriations, to which I beg leave to call your parti- 
cular attention. 


the number of officers, and the general course of policy appro- 
priate in the present state of our country, fur securing the great 
and useful purposes of naval protection, in peace, and due pre- 
paration for the contingencies of war, meet with my entire ap- 
probation. 

it will be perceived from the report referred to, that the fiscal 
concerns of the establishment are in an excellent condition; and 
itis hoped that congress may feel disposed to make promptly 
every suitable provision desired either for preserving or improv- 
ing the system. 

The general post office department has continued upon the 
strength of its own resources, to facilitate the means of com- 
munication between the various portions of the uuion with in- 
creased activity. The method, however, in which the accounts 
of the transportation of the mail has always been kept, appears 
to have presented an imperfect view of its expenses. It has 
recently been discovered, that from the earliest records of the 
departinent, the annual statements have been calculated to ex- 
hibit an amount considerably short of the actual expense in- 
curred for that service. These illusory statements, together 
with the expense of carrying into effect the law of the last ses- 
sion of congress, establishing new mail routes, and a disposition 
on the part of the head of the department to gratify the wishes 
of the public in the extension of the mail facilities, have induc- 
ed him to incur responsibilities for their improvement, beyond 
what the current resources ef the department would sustain.— 
As soon as he had discovered the imperfection of the method, 
he caused an investigation to be made of its results, and applied 
the proper remedy to correct the evil. It became necessary for 
him to withdraw some of the improvements which he had made, 
to bring the expenses of the department within its own resour- 
ces. ‘These expenses were incurred for the public good, and 
the public have enjoyed their benefit. They are now but par- 
tially suspended, and that, where they may be discontinued with 
the least incouvenience to the country. 

The progressive increase in the income from postages, has 
equalled the highest expectations, and it affords demonstrative 
evidence of the growing importance and great utility of this de 
partment. The details are exhibited in the accompanying report 
from the postmaster general. 

The many distressing accidents which have of late occurred 
in that portion of our navigation carried on by the use of steam 
power, deserve the immediate and unremitting attention of the 
constituted authorities of the country. The fact that the number 
of those fatal disasters is constantly increasing, notwithstanding 
the great improvements which are every where made in the ma- 
chinery employed, and in the rapid advances which have been 
made in that branch of science, show very clearly that they are 
in a great degree the result of criminal negligence on the part of 
those by whom the vessels are navigated, and to whose eare 
and attention the lives and property of our citizens are go 
extensively entrusted. 

That these evils may be greatly lessened, if not substan- 
tially removed, by means of precautionary and penal legislation, 
seems to be highly probable; so far therefore as the subject can 
be regarded as within the constitutional purview of congress. I 
earnestly recommend it to your prompt and serious considera- 
tion. 

I would also call your attention to the views I have hereto- 
fore expressed of the propriety of amending the constitution in 
relation to the mode of electing the president and vice president 
of the United States. Regarding it as all important to the fu- 
ture quiet and harmony of the people that every intermediate 
agency in the election of these officers should be removed, and 
that their eligibility should be limited to one term of either four 
or six years, [ cannot too earnestly invite your consideration of 
the subject. 

Trusting that your deliberation on all the topics of general in- 
terest to which [I have adverted, and such others as your more 
extensive knowledge of the wants of our beloved country may 
suggest, may be crowned with success, I tender you in conclu- 
sion, the co-operation which it may be in my power to afford 
them. ANDREW JACKSON. 

Washington, 3d December, 1833. 

Mr. Wardwell offered the usual resolution for supplying the 
members with papers: and 


Mr. Grennell made the usual motion respecting the appoint- 
ment of chaplains, (two, of different denominations), both of 
which were adopted. 

And, on motion, the house adjourned. 


Wednesday, Dec. 4. The case of Mr. Moore was discussed, 
on a motion made by Mr. Allan that the papers relating to the 
subject, and now in the bands of the clerk, should be read— 
which was supported by Messrs. Chilton, Marshall and Elis- 
worth, for the reason that the certificate exhibited was insuffi- 
cient, being signed on behalf of only four sheriffs, a five 
counties had voted at the election; and opposed by Messrs. 
Hawes, Lane, of Indiana, Beardsley and Polk, on the ground 
that the certificate was prima facie evidence of the election of 
Mr. Moore, and it was stated by one of the gentlemen that Mr. 
Letcher had not yet produced any certificate, or paper, to sup- 
port his claims to the seat: but Mr. 4llan said that the returns 
of the judges of the election, in the five counties, were on the 
clerk’s table, and that these were among the papers which he 
wished might be read. [These returns shew that Mr. L. ob- 


The views which are presented on almost every portion of | tained 3,191 votes, and Mr. M. 3,143.) After some further re- 





our naval concerns, and, especially, on the amount of force and 


marks, the opposition to the reading was withdrawn— 
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But before the reading was resumed 

Mr. McKennon moved an adjournment—but withdrew it to 
receive the speaker’s report of the following communications 
received by him: 

A report of the secretary of the treasury, in relation to the re- 
moval of the deposites; ordered to lie on the table, and 10,000 
copies to be printed, 

A report of the late clerk of the house, respecting disburse- 
ments of the contingent fund; which was laid on the table. 

A report from the secretary of the treasury on the subject of 
sugar cane; which was laid on the table. 

report from the engineer department, in relation to the case 
of John Bruce; which was laid on the table. 

The annual report from the treasurer of the United States, of 
the national receipts and expenditures; which was laid on the 
table. 

The house then adjourned. 


Thursday, Dec. 5. Mr. Muhlenburg, of Pa. and Mr. Pearce, 
of R. I. appeared and took their seats this day. 

The subject of the contested election between Messrs. Moore 
and Letcher, was then resumed, being introduced by 

Mr. Hardin, of Ky. who offered three resolutions, in substance 
as follows: 

That the evidence produced by Mr. Aioore was insufficient to 
entitle him to be received as a sitting member. 

2. That the whole subject be referred to the committee of 
elections; and 

.3. That in the mean while neither claimant be admitted to sit. 

On these resolutions a debate arose which lasted until near 3 
o’clock. i 

The gentlemen who engaged in it, were Messrs. Hardin, of 
Ky. Archer, of Va. Hubbard, of N. H. Huntington, of Con. Jones, 

Geo. and Beardsley, of New York. 

It was terminated by the proposal, by Mr. Hardin, for an ar- 
rangement, in which both claimants were understood to ac- 
quiesce, that the first resolution should be withdrawn; that the 
2d and 3d should be adopted; and thata 4th should be added, 
permitting the committee on elections to receive, not only the 
transcripts of the poll books, but all affidavits and depositions 
taken on due notice from either of the parties or their agents. 

Mr. Archer was opposed to the adoption of the last of these 
resolutions, as going to place the house in the attitude of sanc- 
tioning a private bargain between individuals, on a question in 
which the vital interests of the purity of elections and the right 
of suffrage was concerned. 

In this view, Mr. Davis, of Mass. concurred. 

Mr. Pot explained, and defended the resolution; when, after 
some further conversation, in which Messrs. Hardin, Burges 
and Polk, participated, the resolutions were adopted by the 
house. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, of Pa. the house then resumed the 
consideration of those rules and orders which had been except- 
ed out of the resolution by which all the other rules and orders 
of the last congress were adopted yesterday. 

Mr. Hubbard supported the proposition to increase the mem- 
bers of the committees-—and Mr. Whittlesey opposed it, saying 
that the increase would infallibly retard business from the dithi- 
culty of getting a quorum together, and he cited instances; but 
the rule was altered, and the committees will consist of nine 
«nembers. 

An order was passed for the appointment of standing commit- 
tees. 

The presidént’s message was referred to a committee of the 
evhole house on the state of the union. 

And the house then adjourned over until Monday. 


Been 


MR. DUANE’S EXPOSITION. 
From the Philadelphia Commercial Intelligencer. 
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Fet.tow citizens: [ announced on the 20th ultimo, that, at 
an early day, I would appear before you, at least to repel impu- 
tations cast upon my character, contained in a publication in 
the Globe, the official paper of the executive, of the preceding 


day. 

ie the calumnious attack referred to had not been obviously 
sanctioned by the president of the United States, such is the 
character of the newspaper under his protection, that I should 
not have felt myself calied upon to notice it. 

In addressing you, I have hesitated between the adoption of 
a general exposition, and of a brief defensive address, accompa- 
nied by that part of the correspondence between the president 
and myself, which the official paper seems to have challenged 
me to produce. [I adopt the latter course. In the correspon- 
dence you will find ample materials for an accurate comprehen- 
sion of my case—one of insult and oppression. 

On the 4th of December, 1832, without any solicitation on my 
part, [ was unexpectedly invited to accept the office of secreta- 
ry of the treasury. I soughtto shun the station, did not consent 
to serve until asked for my decision, on the 30th January, and 
then consented reluctantly. 

No doubt, subsequently to, as before, the adjournment of con- 
gress, speculators, for their own selfish ends, agitated the de- 
posite question, and kept up an excitement, felt by the presi- 
dent; but it was never intimated to me that he desired to con 
centrate in himself the power to judge and execute—to absorb 
the discretion given to the secretary of the treasury—and even to 





nullify the law itself. I never heard until after my entry into of- 


a 
—— 


fice, that he meant to remove the deposites, without further in. 
quiry by congress, or that he had asked the opinions of the men). 
bers of the cabinet, on the subject; on the contrary, when, afier 
having entered the treasury department unpledged, untramme}- 
led and unsuspicious, | was informed of what was meditated 
I felt surprise at the intelligence, and mortification at the man. 
ner in which it was communicated to me. 

On the 3d of June, the president himself made known to me 
what was in contemplation, and that he had taken the opinions 
of the members of the cabinet on the point; two of whom con- 
curred with him, two of whom did not concur, and the fifth had 
not yet given a written opinion. He said that he would submit 
to me the written opinions of the four members of the cabinet, 
with his own views, and that he would expect me to give him 
my Opinions frankly and fully. As if to urge me to avoid all re- 
serve, he assured me, in a letter dated Boston, June 26, trang- 
mitting the opinions and views, that ‘‘it was not his intention 
to interfere with the independent exercise of the discretion com- 
mitted to me by law over this subject.”? 

But, when, on the 10th July, I gave my opinions frankly and 
full, as an honest minister and man should do, there was every 
return but that of approbation. On the contrary on the 22d of 
July, | was asked whether it was my intention to refuse to re- 
move the deposites, if after inquiry by an agent and advisement 
with the eabinet, the president should decide to remove them, 
as in such case, it “would become his duty, in frankness and 
candor, to suggest the course, which would be necessary on his 
part. 

Not on my own account, but as an act of duty to the country, 
I now subjected my pride and feelings to restraint, by tender- 
ing, in order to avert a present hostile breach, a future surren- 
render of my post, in case I should not ultimately concur with 
the president. But before my concurrence or non-concurrence 
was made known, and whilst I still held in my hands the ma- 
nuscript exposition, which was read in the cabinet on the 18th 
September, and then delivered to me by the president for my 
consideration, he virtually dismissed me as an officer, and in- 
sulted me as a man, by causing the official annunciation, hereto 
sopences No. 2, to be published in the Globe of the 20th Sep- 
tember. 


Yet, after this, when it must have been obvious that, inde- 
pendently of other considerations of great weight, I was absolv- 
ed from all respect for any past assurance, a letter No. 2, which 
I personally presented to the president on the 2ist of Septem- 
ber, according to my promise of September 19, was contume- 
liously sent back to me, in letter No. 3, intimating the existence 
of improper imputations in mine, No. 2, calling my attention to 
my assurance of July 22, and inquiring whether I concurred in 
removing the deposites. From this letter, No. 3, it must be evi- 
dent that when it was written, my dismissal was not then deem- 
ed justifiable, on grounds subsequently suggested; for when the 
president wrote it, he knew that I refused to resign; he knew 
the contents of the letter deemed offensive, and yet he held the 
correspondence open. 

What then, [ ask, subsequently occurred? Instead of treat- 
ing this new indignity, the return of my letter, with silence, or 
evincing any other mode of disapprobation, I felt that I was on 
duty ata public post, and that I ought not to suffer it to be taken 
by surprise. [ could not now mistake in concluding that it was 
intended to insult me out of office, or to draw from me some 
expression which might form a pretext for my removal on a mi- 
nor point; so doubtful was the president, after all, of the pro- 
priety of removing an officer for not yielding, when desired, the 
discretion given to him by law. 

Accordingly, I sent letter No. 4, subsequently withdrawn for 
alteration, and then letters Nos. 5 and 6—No. 5 especially—be- 
cause the president did not seem to comprehend me, when, in 
my letter No. 2, I said, that after what had eccurred subsequent- 
ly to July 22, I felt absolved from all obligation to observe the 
assurances given at that time. 

These last appeals, indicative of any thing but bad feeling or 
disrespect, were also sent back to me in letter No. 7, declaring 
my services no longer necessary. I submit to all just men to 
determine, by whom an assurance was given, and without cause 
disregarded. 

Thus was I thrust from office—not because I had neglected 
any duty—not because I had differed with the president on any 
other point of public policy—not because [ had differed with 
him about the bank of the United States—but because I refused, 
without further inquiry or action by congress, to remove the de- 
posites. 

If, in my letter No. 2, there is any thing that should not have 
been there, [ ask it to be borne in mind, that it was written un- 
der a deep sense of injury and insult. 

I appeal to all prior letters and intercourse, to shew, that I 
had on any occasion forgotten my reepect for the chief magis- 
trate, or for myself; and [ deny that, in any letter, there was 
inaccuracy of fact, with my knowledge. 

As I considered my removal inevitable, I asked, in my per- 
sonal interview, and by letter No. 6, such order, as when shown 
to the representatives of the people, would be an apology for 
leaving the station under my care. Had such order been given, 
all subsequent unpleasantness would have been prevented; for 
the present result I am not accountable. 

If any doubt existed as to the propriety of submitting the an- 
nexed letters to the public eye, it is removed by the example set 
by the president in the attack which he has sanctioned, and 
against which this is my defence. 
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stice and ity of all publishers of news 

appeal the justice and generos a 
. rs he neve inserted therein the attack upon a whether 
papve not a claim upon them to allow me to be heard, by pub- 
lishing the present letter, and the annexed documents. ery 
respectfully yours, W. J. DUANE. 

Philadelphia, December 2, 1833. 

APPENDIX. NO. 1. 
From the Globe of September 20, 1833. 

‘We are authorised to state that the deposites of the publie 
money will be changed from the bank of the United States to 
the state banks, as soon as necessary arrangements can be made 
for that purpose, and that itis believed they can be completed 
in Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York and Boston, in time to 
make the change by the first October, and perhaps sooner, if 
circumstances should render an earlier action necessary on the 
part of the government. 

“It is contemplated, we understand, not to remove at once, 
the whole of the public money now on deposite in the bank of 
the United States, but to suffer it to remain there until it shall 
be gradually withdrawn by the usual operations of the govern- 
ment. And this plan is adopted in order to prevent any neces- 
sity, on the part of the bank of the United States, for pressing 
upon the commercial community, and to enable it to afford, if 
it think proper, the usual facilities to the merchants. It is be- 
lieved, that by this means the change need not produce any in- 
convenience to the commercial community, and that cirenm- 
stances will not require a sudden and heavy call on the bank of 
the United States, so as to occasion embarrassment to the insti- 
tution or the public.”? 


No. 2. 
The secretary of the treasury to the president of the U. States. 
Treasury department, September 21st, 1833. 

Sir: I have the honor to lay before you— 

1. Acopy of my commission, empowering and enjoining me to 
execute my duty according to law, and authorising me to hold 
my office at your pleasure. 

2. A copy of my oath of office, wherein [ solemnly pledged my- 
self to execute the trust confided to me with fidelity. 

3. A copy of the 16th section of the law chartering the bank of 
the United States, whereby the discretion to discontinue the 
deposites of the public money in that bank, were committed 
to the secretary of the treasury alone. 

4. An extract from your letter to me of the 26th of June, where- 
in you promise not to interfere with the independent exercise 
of the discretion committed to me (by the above mentioned) 
law over the subject. 

5. An extract from your exposition of the 18th instant, wherein 
you state that you do not expect me, at your request, order or 
dictation, to do any act which I may believe to be illegal, or 
which my conscience may condemn. 

When you delivered to me, on the 18th inst. the exposition of 
your views, above referred to, [I asked you whether Ll was to re- 
gard it as a direction, by you to me, to remove the deposites; 
you replied that it was your direction to me to remove the de- 
posites, but upon your responsibility, and you had the goodness 
to add, that, if [ would stand by you, it would be the happiest 
day of your life. 

Solemnly impressed with a profound sense of my obligations 
to my country and myself, after painful reflection, and upon my 
own impressions, unaided by any advice such as I expected, I 
respectfully announce to you, sir, that I refusé to carry your 
directions into effect. 


1, Not because I desire to frustrate your wishes, for it would be 
my pleasure to promote them, if I could do so consistently 
with superior obligations. 

2. Not because [ desire to favor the bank of the United States 
to which I have been, ain, and ever shall be opposed. 

3. heey to gratify any views, passions, or feelings of my own-— 

ut 


4. Because I consider the proposed change of the depository, in 
the absence of all necessity, a breach of the public faith. 

5. Because the measure, if not in reality, appears to be vindic- 
tive and arbitrary, not conservative or just. 

6. Because if the bank has abused or perverted its powers, the 
judiciary are able and willing to punish; and in the last resort 
the representatives of the people may do so. 

7. Because the last house of representatives of the U. States 
ot the public money in the bank of the U. States 
8a e. 

8. Because, if under new circumstances, a change of depository 
ouglit to be made, the representatives of the people chosen 
since your appeal to them in your veto message, will in afew 
weeks assemble, and be willing and able to do their duty. 

9. Because a change to local and irresponsible banks wil! tend 
to shake public confidence, and promote doubt and mischief 
in the operations of society. 

10. Because it is not sound policy in the union to foster local 
banks, which, in their multiplication and cupidity, derange, 
depreciate and banish the only currency known to the con- 
stitution, that of gold and silver. 

11. Because it is not prudent to confide, in the crude way pro- 
posed by your agent, in local banks, when on an average of 
all the banks dependant in a great degree upon each other, one 
dollar in silver cannot be paid for ix dollars of the paper in 
circulation. 

12. Because it is dangerous to place, in the hands of a secretary 
of the treasury, dependant for offiee on executive will, a power 





to favor or punish local banks, and consequently make them 
political machinery. 

13. Because the whole proceeding must tend to diminish the 
confidence of the world in our regard for national credit and 
reputation, inasmuch as, whatever may be the abuses of the 
directors of the bank of the United States the evil now to be 
endured must be borne by innocent persons, many of whom, 
abroad, had a right to confide in the law that authorised them 
to be holders of stock. 

14. Because I believe that the efforts made in various quarters 
to hasten the removal of the deposites, did not originate with 
patriots or statesmen, but in schemes to promote selfish and 
factious purposes. 

15. Because it has been attempted by persons and presses known 
to be in the confidence and pay of the administration, to in- 
timidate and constrain the secretary of the treasury, to exe- 
cute an actin direct opposition to his own solemn convic- 
tions. 

And, now, sir, having with a frankness, that means no disre- 
spect, and with feelings such as I lately declared them to be, 
stated to you, why I refused to execute what you direct, 
I proceed to perform a necessarily connected act of duty, by 
announcing to you, that I do not intend voluntarily to leave 
the post which the law has placed under my charge, and by 
giving you my reasons for so refusing. 


It is true, that, on the 22d July, you signified in language suf- 
ficiently intelligible, that you would then remove me from of- 
fice, unless [ would consent to remove the deposites, on your 
final decision; it may also be true, that under a well grounded 
assurance, that your bank plan, the only one then embodied in 
the instruction drawn up by me for your agent, would be, as it 
proved, abortive, that for this and other causes, you would be 
content. I did state my willingness to retire, if I could not 
concur With you. 


But I am not afraid to meet the verdict of generous men, 
upon my refusal on reflection, and after what has since occur- 
red, to do voluntarily what I then believed [ never should be 
asked to do. If I had a frail reputation, or had any sinister 
purpose to answer, I might be open to censure, for a neglect of 
punctilious delicacy; but [can have no impure motives, much 
less can I attain any selfish end; I barely choose between one 
mode of retirement and another; and I choose that mode, which 
I should feast of all have preferred, if [ had not exalted and re- 
deeming considerations in its favor. 


I have, besides, your own example; I do not say, that after 
you had promised *‘not to interfere with the independent exer- 
cise of the discretion vested in me by law,’? you were wrong 
in interfering, if you really thought the public welfare a superior 
consideration to a mere observance of assurances made to me; 
nor can you say that [ err, when upon a solemn sense of duty, I 
prefer one mode of removal from this station to another. 


The course is due to my own self preservation, as well as to 
the public, for you have in all your papers held out an assur- 
ance, that you would “not interfere with the independent ex- 
ercise of the discretion, committed to me by law,’ over the de- 
posites; and, yet, every thing but actual removal of me from 
office, has been done to effect that end. So that, were I to go 
out of office voluntarily, you might be able to point to official 
papers, that would contradict me, if I said you interfered, and I 
should thus be held up as a weak or faithless agent, who re- 
garded delicacy not shown to himself, more than duty to his 
trust. 


Sir, after all, I confess to you, that I have had scruples, for 
it is the first time that [ have ever condescended to weigh a 
question of the kind; but I am content that it shall be said of 
me, that in July last I forgot myself and my duty too, rather 
than it should be said that now, knowing the course that you 
pursue, I had in any way favored it; on the contrary, if I have 
erred, [ am willing to be reproved, but my motives no man can 
impugn. 

My refusal to resign cannot keep me one moment longer than 
you please, in an office that I never songht, and at a removal 
from which [ shall not grieve on my own account, it must on 
the contrary hasten my exit. So that,if you prveeed in wrest- 
ing from the secretary of the treasury the citidal in his posses- 
sion, the actcan only be accomplished by a mandate, which 
will be my apology for no longer standing in the breach. 

And now, sir, allow me to repeat to you, in sincerity of heart, 
that in taking the present course, under a solemn sense of my 
obligations, I feel a sorrow on your account, far greater than on 
my own. I have been your early, uniform and steadfast friend; 
I can have no unkind disposition, but shall cherish those of a 
kind nature, thatI feel. You proudly occupy the hearts of your 
countrymen, but still it is the lot of humanity attimes to ere. [ 
do ample justice to your motives, but [ am constrained to re- 
gret your present proceedings, and I devoutly wish that you 
may live to see all my forebodings contradicted, and your mea- 
sures followed by results beneficial to yonr country, and hono- 
rable to yourself. With the utinost consideration, your ebedient 
servant, W. J. DUANE, 

NO. 3. - , f thet 
The president of the United Stated to the secretary of the trea ¥ 
P f Washington. Sept. 21, 1833." 

Sir: After you retired I opened and read the paper you hand- 
ed to me, I herewith return it, as a communication which I 
cannot receive. Having invited the free and full communica- 
tion of all your views, before I made up a final opinion upon 
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the subject, I cannot consent to enter into further discussion of 
the questioa. 

There are numerous imputations in the latter, which cannot, 
with propriety, be allowed to enter into a correspondence be- 
tween the president and the head of a department. In your 
letter of July last, you remark—“‘But if, after receiving the in- 
formation and hearing the discussions, [ shall not consider it 
my duty, as a responsible agent of the law, to carry into effect 
the decision that you may then make, I will, from respect to 
you and for myself, afford you an early opportunity to selecta 
successor, Whose views may accord with your own on the im- 
portant matter in contemplation.’”?> My communication to my 
cabinet was made under this assurance received from you; and 
I have not requested you to perform any thing which your 
sense of duty did not sanction. I have merely wished to be in- 
formed, whether, as secretary of the treasury, you can, con- 
sistently with your opinion on the subject of the deposites, 
adopt such measures in relation to them, as in my view the 
public interests, and a due execution of the laws render proper. 
If you will now communicate that information, it will confer an 
obligation on your obedient servant, 

[Signed] ‘ ANDREW JACKSON. 
No. 4. 
The secretary of the treasury to the president of the United States. 
Treasury department, Sept. 21st, 1833. 

Sir: [have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
note, returning the communication that [ presented to you this 
morning; the grounds on which it is returned, are, that further 
discussion of the deposite question is unnecessary, and that 
there were imputations therein, that could not be admitted into 
a correspondence between the president and the head of a de- 
partment. 

Allow me respectfully to say, that, it was not with a view to 
a further discussion, that { presented my reasons for declining 
to act agreeably to your direction, in removing the deposites, 
but to justify my retusal, nor was it my desire or intention that 
any matter contained in my letter should be disrespectful, or 
open to such @ supposition, that any thing therein should be so 
construed, I very much regret, 

My object throughout was to justify the course on the two 
points stated in my letter, which, under the most solemn im- 
pressions, | felt it to be my duty to pursue. 

To show you my obligations, I presented a copy of my com- 
mission, a copy of my oath of office, and a copy of the law giv- 
ing the secretary of the treasury the discretion to change the 
public depository; to show you upon what I relied, in my 
course of conduct, | quoted your letter of June 26th, and your 
exposition of the 18th instant. In order to justify my refusal to 
resign, | described the circumstances under which your letter 
of July 22d, and my reply of the same date were written, and 
showed the new posture in which I was placed by subsequent 
reflection and occurrences. 

When I entered your administration, 1 had no knowledge 
that you had come to any decision on the deposite question, or 
that you meditated a change of depository without the action of 
congress. 

As soon as I was made acquainted with your views, I anxi- 
ously sought to accord with them; and as you invited a full dis- 
closure of my thoughts, by assuring me in your letter of the 26th 
of June, that you did not intend to interfere with the indepen- 
dent exercise of the discretion committed to me by law over 
the deposites, | opened myself freely to you, against any change 
of the depository; at all subsequent stages, although I have kept 
myself open to explanation, | have invariably disinclined to 
make that change, and | remain in the same resolution still. 

Permit me respectinily to say, that Lam not aware, that my 
willingness, or unwillingness, to afford you an opportunity to 
select a successor, could have kad any influence or bearing 
upon any question before the cabinet; but L am willing to meet 
that consideration, as well as those stated to you this day in our 
interview. 

In short, sir, as [ stated to yon, in that interview, my course 
is justificatory towards you: | desire no unkind feeling, 1 have 
no unkind purpose; however ardent, or unusual my language 
may be, it is at least sincere. 

Allow me then very respectfully to state, as declared at our 
interview, that, under the most serious convictions of my duty, 
I refuse to aid, assist, or in any way participate in the proposed 
change of the public depository—that | refuse to relinquisha 
post conferred upon me by the law—and that, without in the 
most remote degree meaning any sort of disrespect to you, I 
protest against any interference, on your part, with powers and 
duties, which, | believe, were designedly withheld from the 
president, and committed to the secretary of the treasury, the 
fiscal agent of the law. 

With fervent wishes that your measures may conduce to the 
advantage ef your country, and to the honor of yourself. Tam 
with the utmost consideration, your obedient servant, 

W. J. DUANE. 

no. 5. 
The secretary of the treasury to the president of the U. States. 
Treasury department, Sept. 21, 1833. 

Sir: Allow me, with great respect, to present to you another 
view in addition to those stated in my letter of this date. 

iff understand your wish, as itis to be collected from your 
note of this date, which | have just now again perused, it is to 
hold me, upon principles of delicacy at least, to my assurance 
of July 22d, that unless | agreed with your decision, after en- 








quiry and discussion, I would promptly afford 


you an o " 
nity to obtain a successor according in your views. oven 


I pray you dispassionately to consider, whether you did not 
absolve me, even upon principles of delieacy, from ali obliga- 
tion upon this view of the matter. 

1. On Wednesday, Sept. 18th, I siguified in cabinet my de- 
sire totake and examine your exposition; you gave it to me 
saying, in reply to my enquiry as to your direction, that | was 
to consider myself directed to act on your responsibility. 

2. On Thursday morning, Sept. 19th, you applied to me to 
know if I had come to a decision, and [ returned by your mes- 
senger who brought your note this reply: 

‘*To the president of the United States: 

“Sir: Upon a matter that deeply concerns not only myself, 
but all who are dearto me, I have deemed it right, as I have 
nota friend here to advise with, to ask the counsel of my father 
at this crisis; I wrote to him last nighi, and am sure that no- 
thing but sickness will prevent his presence to-morrow night; 
on the next day, I trust [ shall be able to make a communica- 
tion to you. With the utmost respect, your ob’t serv’t, 


“W. J. DUANE. 
“Sept. 19th, 1833.” 


3. On the same day, Thursday, 19th Sept. your private secre- 
tary, major Donelson, called on me to say, that you proposed to 
publish, in the Globe of next day, your decision: I replied that 
I thought you ought not, that | was not a party to it, and asa 
matter of delicacy to myself could not approve of it. 

Lest words should be forgotten, I wrote and delivered to 
major Donelson this reply: 

**.4. J. Donelson, esq. 

*‘DearR sir: The world is so censorious, that I am obliged 
upon reflection, to express to you my hope, that you will not 
regard me as approving of any publication: it would seem to be 
but delicate to defer such an act until | shall either concur or 
decline: however, all that I desire to have understood is, that | 
do not approve of the course yon mentioned. Were I the pre- 
sident, ‘i would consult, at least reasonably, the feelings of a 
man, who has already anxiety enongh. As to the newspapers, 
they will know what bas been done, withont an official eom- 
munication, Very respectfully yours, W. J. DUANE. 

** Sept. 19, 1833.7? 

4. Inthe Globe of Friday, Sept. 20, you canzed it to be an- 
nounced to the world, that the die was cast, thus altogether dis- 
regarding the rights of the secretary of the treasury, and my own 
feelings and fame, and refusing besides to wait even until the 
next day to receive my decision. 

Allow me, therefore, very respectfully, but confidently to say, 
that | was thus discharged from any sort of obligation, or re- 
spect for, er on account of the past. 

You gave me no opportunity to let you know, whether I 
would or would not afford you an opportunity to choose a suc- 
cessor; in short, the secretary of the treasury was, as far as an 
executive act could do it, nullified; and I hold it, therefore, 
that after such a course, | may stand before my country, ac- 
quitted of any disregard even of delicacy. 

Trusting, sir, that you will be so good as to permit this to en- 
ter into your consideration with my former note of this date, 
and that we may close, without discredit to either, the pending 
matter. [ am, with the utmost consideration, your obedient 
servant, WwW. J. DUANE. 








no. 6. 
The secretary of the treaswry to the president of the U. States. 
Treasury department, Sept. 2\st, 1833. 

Sir: As you had not, in any written communications, given 
a direction as to the deposites, but, on the contrary, had left the 
action to the secretary ef the treasury as a matter of option, I 
deemed it my duty, when | had the honor to receive from you 
your exposition Of the 18th inst. to ask you whether I was to 
eonsider myself directed to remove the deposites, and you re- 
plied that I was directed on your responsibility. , 

I was preparing to lay before you an exposition of our relative 
position and views, from the first inoment of my entry into your 
administration, when your decision was authoritatively announ - 
ed in the Globe—a proceeding unsanctioned by me, that render- 
ed all further discussion needless, and any attempt of the kind 
derogatory to myself. 

A communication, justificatory of my course under present 
circumstances, which I delivered to you yesterday, having been 
returned, on account of alleged objectionable matter therein, 
the presence of which, if disrespectful, [ regret, it now be- 
comes my duty, in reply to your letter returning that communt 
cation. respectfully to announce my unwillingness to carry 
your direction as to the deposites into effect; and to making 
known that decision, without meaning any sort of disrespect, to 
protect myself, by protesting against all that has been done, or 
is doing, to divest the secretary of the treasury of the power to 
exercise, independently of the president, the discretion com 
mitted to him by law over the deposites. 

I have already, sir, on more than one occasion, and recent- 
ly, without contradiction. before the cabinet, stated that I did 
not know, until after my induction into office, that you had de- 
termined that the deposites should be removed without any fur- 
ther action by congress; if I had known that such was your de- 
cision, and that I should be required to act, I would not have 
accepted office. But, as soon as I understood, when in office, 
what your intention was, I sought for all information calculat- 


ed to enable me to act uprightly in the embarrassing position in 
which I was unexpectedly placed, 























NILES REGISTER—DEC. 7, 1883—HONORS TO THE LATB MR. TURNRULL. 339 























— ——— . -_ ardibcasb aap tncaieiedsunenpedianaeabencetliieigeenaetionneacahaltinepiangeetedteenndnnnandaapaaendiaaeetnomaeammene ee = 
rtu- You were so good as to transmit to me, to that end, from Bos- LETTER FROM MR. McLEAN. 
ton, not only the opinions of the members of the cabinet, but The following has recently been published in the Columbus 
Rot out own views in detail, upou the deposite question; but in- | (O.) Sentinel. 
liga. “ead of intimating to me, that my disinclination to carry those Washington, September 25, 1827. 
: views into effect, would be followed by a call for my retirement,| My pear sir—I have just received your friendly letter, and 
de. -ou emphatically assured me, in your letter of the 26th June, | feel truly thankful, as I shall always be, for your advice. My 
me, nat you “did not intend to interfere with the independent ex- | position is taken, and will be maintained, or I will fall in whe 
we ercise of the discretion, committed to me by law over the sub- | attempt. It isone founded on the purest principles of patriotism, 
iect.?? and essentially connected with the best interests of the country. 
Phong ’ Fully confiding in the encouragement thus held out, I enter-| Has it, indeed, come to this, that the patronage of the govern- 
oud ed into an exposition of my objections to the proposed mea- | ment must be prostituted for the personal advantage ef indivi- 
sure. Discussion ended in an understanding, that we should | duat-? : He M8 
remain uncommitted, until after an inquiry, which your agent Vlatever may be the opinions of individuals in opposition, 
elf, was to make, should be completed, and until the discussion of} they ave rights that shall be respected, and in my official cha- 
thd the subject of the cabinet. But pending the preparation for this | racter, whatever may be their feelings towards me personally, f 
wr inquiry, L received your letter of July 22d, conveying, what 1 | will respect them. I do not hold patronage for any other pur- 
ie. understood to be an intimation that [ must retire, unless [| pose than to promote the general good. ‘There shall be as litte 
oe would then say, that [ would remove the deposites, after the in- | of selfishness in my course as possible. ; 
Ba, quiry and discussions, in case you should then decide to have I wish you not to suppose that [ pursue a course in the pre- 
4 them removed. sent contest, which | shall not in future pursue. My course has 
“ I would have at once considered this letter as an order to re-| no reference to individuals. Humble as my ambition may be, 
re- tire, and would lave obeyed it, if i had not thought it my duty | itis too lofty to render myself useful to any individual by ap- 
| to to hold the post entrusted to me as long as I could do 80 with propriating to him, what properly belongs to the public. No— 
hat benefit to the country, and without discredit to myself; instead | when that shall become necessary to sustain a public officer, a 
Sa therefore of retiring voluntarily or otherwise, | subjected my | private station will be the post of honor. 
feelings tO restraint, and stated, as you quote in your letter of No man has heard me express a wish for the election of An- 
to this day, that if 1 could not, after inquiry and discussion, as the | drew Jackson, or that Mr. Adams might fail. I have done 
responsible agent of the law, carry into affect the decision that | nothing to embarrass the administration; but, on the contrary, 
might be mide, I would afford you an opportunity to select a| have given it the most efficient support in my power, by an 
ed successor, &C. _ wig dy _ | energetic discharge of my public duties. I defend Mr. Adams 
1ot Under these circumstances, the inquiry was entered upon, it} when [ hear him unjustly assailed; | do the same thing when 
be ‘ ended in showing, as 1 had predicted, that the plan submitted | general Jackson is abused in my presence. 
ne tome on the 26th June, was impracticable and in a report with- My policy is truth and fairness, and an energetic discharge of 
tt out any defined substitute according to my comprehension of it. | duty. Letthe administration be felt in benefits conferred, ra- 
re. After a consideration of the subject in the cabinet, you gave | ther than in dinner speeches. [tis my impression, that if every 
a directions as stated at the commencement of this letter, and I | officer of the government had pursued the course { bave done, 
rs 2 wrote to you that I would make a communication to you On } that the administration would have been twice as strong, nearly, 
n Saturday, 21st inst. and L accordingly did so, as hereinbefore | as it now is. Rely upon what I say, that my course is the only 
q stated. one that will enable any administration in this country to tri- 
Unto the present time, therefore, I have been struggling, un- | uimph. 
h- der painful circumstances, not to retain a post that [ never If the officers of government must become partisans, and it 
is- sought, and the loss of which [ shall not regret on my Own ac- | shall be considered as a part of their duty to use the influence of 
on count, but to maintain it for the country, under a serious sense | public stations, aud the patronage in their hands, to re elect ~ 
he of duty to it, and to avert a measure that I honestly feared | the president, it will at once reduce this great contest into a 
might affect yourself. > personal scramble for office between the outs and the ins. The 
y, ithout entertaining, or desiring to manifest towards you, | officers will become corrupt, because they will use the sacred 
e- sir, the slightest disrespect, but soleinnly impressed with acon- | trust confided for the public interest, to promote their personal 
) sideration of my responsibility to the country, and my duty to | yjews—and the people will be corrupted so far as such an in- 
I myself, | now definitely declare, that [ will notin any way aid or} fluence can extend; and, it may be asked, who can limit this 
°- assist to cause the public moncy to be deposited in any other in- | influence? Butfew are proof against the temptations for office. 
in : stitution, bank, or place, than that provided by the 16th section My impression is, that the public good is the great object, to 
e, of the act, chartering the United States bank, until congress | aitain whieh should be the first and the tast of every officer’s 
C- shall direct or authorise sucli change to be made, unless good | exertions. His patronage should be dispensed with a single 
cause shall arise, such as in my judgment does not now exist. | eye to this object, Then will the most virtuous and meritorious 
- f am further constrained, owing to occurrences and circunm- | persons be callediinto the public service; faction will have no 
By stances, that in part have come to my kuowledge, or have taken | aliment on which it can feed, and our institutions will become 
Ty place, of late, to leave it to you, sir, to determine whether L am | what every friend to his country desires to see them. 
it or am not any longer to remain a member of your administra-| Were | at the head of the government, to retain the favor of 
tion. my country, I should wish a postmaster general to pursue, in 
I sincerely hope and beg, sir, that you will consider that I | every particular, the course that I now do. 
owe it to myself, my family, and my friends, not to leave my | Some excuse may be wanting fora loss of popularity, and [ 
course, at this movt trying moment of my life, open to doubt or | nay be assailed. I shall be invulnerable, unless assailed by the 
, conjecture, that my conduct has already sharpened the dagger | system of sletraction which now too much prevails, and against 
e of malice, as may be seen in some of the public prints; that you, | the effects of which no man is safe. 
i who have been assailed in so many tender parts, aud in whose My course is not influenced by a calculation of interest—be- 
' defence I have devoted many a painful day, ought to make al- | cause [ am aware that the heated partisans on both sides will 
) lowance for me, in my present position; that were I to resign, | not be pleased with it; but [I am greatly disappointed in the 
: 1 could meet no calumniator without breach of duty; that [ ask | virtue and intelligence of this people, if the great mass of them 
such order or direction from you, in relation to my office, as may | will not approve of it, Do the people require that their public 
. protect me and my children from reproach, aud save you and | officers should dictate to them in a matter which belongs ex- 
; myself from all present or future pain, that I desire to separate | clusively to themselves? My opinion is, that the people are 
f in peace and kindness; that I will strive to forget all unplea- | fully competent to this business, and that they do not require 
santness, or cause of it; aud that I devoutly wish that your | the officions interference of their public servants. What would 
| measures may end in happiness to your country and honor to | be said of the chief justice of the United States,if he were to 
yourself, With the utinost consideration, your obedient ser- | pecomean electioneering partisan? Would it add to his dignity 
vant. W.J. DUANE. | asa jndge, or to the public confidence in him as an arbiter of 
No. 7. individual rights? 
| The president of the U. States to the secretary of the treasury. My friends have no more right to ack of me an electioneering 
, September 23, 1833. | course, than the friends of judge Marshall have to demand it of 
_Sin:—Since I returned your first letter of September 21st, and | him. [have never, either directly or indireetly, solicited any 
since the receipt of your second letter of the same day, which } jydividual to vote for me, when [ was a candidate before the 
I sent back to you at your own request, I have received your) people for the legislature. I do not think, to my views and 
third and fourth letters of the same date. ‘The two last, as well | feejings, that it is proper todo so. In the election of others, I 
as the first, contain statements that are inaccurate; and as I} chal} equally abstain from an officious interference. [f [remain 
: have already indicated in my last note to you, that a correspon- | jn public life, it shall be, not because I have contributed to the 
; dence of this description is inadmissible, your two last letters | gieetian of some aspiring partisan, but because my_ services 
4 are herewith returned, ote were useful to the public. Your friend, JOHN McLEAN. 
4 But from all your recent communications, as well as your re- To Ohio. 
A cent conduct, your feelings and sentiments appear to be of such : 
a character, that after your letter of July last, in which you say, <——goe= 
should your views not accord with mine ‘‘L will from respect to HONORS TO THE LATE MR. TURNBULL, 
you and for myself, afford you an opportunity to select a suc- We copy the following as we find it, from the Charleston 
cessor whose views may accord with your own, on the import- | Post of Nev. 23. 
ant matter in contemplation,’’ and your determination now to Ceremonies of the 22d. An unusually fine day gave brillianey 
disregard the pledge you then gave, | feel myself constrained to | to the spectacle Which was yesterday exhibited in our city. 
notify you that your further services as secretary of the treasu- | Agreeably to the Programme arranged for the occasion, the rev. 
ary no longer required. I am respeetfully. your obedient ser- | clergy, the soldiers of the revolution, the forcign consuls, mem- 
servant, (Signe ANDREW JACKSON. 





bere of congress, his honor the lieutenant g6vernor, the mem- 
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bers of the legislature, the judges, officers of the state, the hon. 
the intendant and wardens of the city, the recorder, officers of 
the city, the state volunteers, the youths and the citizens gene- 
rally, assembied at the west end of Broad street, at 11 o’clock, 
when a procession was organized on the north side of the same 
street, opposite the medical college of the state of South Caro- 
lina, (late the theatre) whence—Mr. Calhoun having not yet 
arrived—they moved to the cemetery of St. Phillip’s church. 

The governor had just taken his station near the tomb of Mr. 

Turnbull, when Mr. Calhoun’s arrival was announced, who im- 
mediately entered the cemetery, attended by the committee ap- 
pointed to escort him, and took his station by the governor, by 
whom he was very cordially greeted. Captain Lynch then 
came forward, holding in his hand a case enclosing copies of 
the “Crisis”? and other works of Mr. Turnbull, to be deposited 
under the corner stone, and addressed the governor in a few 
appropriate remarks, connected with the imposing ceremony 
which was about to be performed. Gov. Hayne then proceed- 
ed to lay the corner stone of the monument, having done which 
he then made a short but eloquent address to the immense as- 
semblage around him, and, pointing to the tomb of the patriot, 
the honored and lamented Turnbull, who lay unconscious of 
the proud triumph which his genius had won for his memory, 
he bade them emulate his virtues, and 1evere and cherish those 
sacred principles of liberty, for his deep devotion to, and unwa- 
vering maintenance of which, they were now gathered around 
his grave, to pay him that homage which freedom invoked for 
her disciples, and which freemen alone know how to bestow. 
The ceremony having closed, the procession was again formed, 
and moved into the church, where, after divine service by the 
rev. Dr. Gadsden, an eulogium was pronounced by gen. Hamil- 
ton. It was an effusion marked by fine feeling, eloquence, and 
a discriminating judgment that did ample justice to the politi- 
cal character of Mr. Turnbull, both as a writer and a man. It 
was listened to throughout with the profoundest attention, 
while many of its sentiments were responded to by the heart- 
felt plaudits of his auditory. 

The interesting and imposing ceremonies of the day, were 
closed by an immense assemblage of the free trade and state 
rights party at the circus, comprising an unusual number of la 
dies (occupying the upper tier of boxes) who had convened for 
the purpose of offering to the hon. John C. Calhoun, the tribute 
of their heartfelt gratitude and praise for the invaluable services 
he has rendered to the great cause in which our state is now 
einbarked, and to a sense of whose vital importance the whole 
south is rapidly awakening. 

Previous to the arrival of Mr. Calhoun at the cireus, Mr. 
Isaac E. Holmes moved that the thanks of the party be return- 
ed to general Hamilton for his admirable discourse on the cha- 
racter and merits of Mr. Turnbuli—the very able and feeling 
manner in which he depicted what had been the public services 
and private virtues of him to whose memory the day had been 
consecrated—and the tone of lofty and devoted patriotism with 
which the orator inculeated those Jessons of freedom, which 
once learned, abide forever by the hearts of the truly virtuous 
and brave. 

Mr. Calhoun’s arrival at the house was then announced. 
The audience rose and received him with the most overwhelm- 
ing bursts of applause. When this subsided, capt. James Lynch 
introduced Mr. C. to the hon. Henry Deas, as chairman of 
the meeting, who addressed Mr. C. in a short but eloquent and 
impassioned speech, marked, at the same time by great dignity 
of tone and manner, in which he expressed to him at once the 
gratitude of the free trade and state rights party, for his eminent 
services in the great cause of constitutional liberty, and the 
high satisfaction they felt in having an opportunity of person- 
ally testifying to him their very cordial esteem and unfeigned 
respect. 

Mr. Calhoun then rose and replied in a speech of about an 
hour, that fully realized the high wrought expectations of all 
who heard him. His appearance and manner were highly dig 
uified—his voice strong and distinct—while the several points 
in his speech took with powerful effect, as was evinced by loud 
and prolonged peals of applause. In adverting to the effects 
produced by nullification, he observed, that up to the time of 
our state interposition, the tariff had been regularly progressing, 
but that subsequent to that period, its advocates in lieu of fur- 
ther accession to their gains were now content to hold on to the 
plunder they had already acquired. The American System, 
though not actually dead, had received a mortal wound, at the 
hand of the father of that system himself. In proof of this he 
adverted to the addresses made to Mr. Clay in the course of his 
recent eastern tour, and his replies to those addresses in which 
the American System was not once named—no notonce! This 
was ominous! There was certainly a magic in nullification, 
for it had effected in a few short months that which the united 
efforts of the whole southern states, in the shape of petition, 
remonstrance and protest, bad failed to accomplish. 

Mr. Calhoun then remarked in alluding to the attempted co- 
ercion of this state, that it amounted to an actual revolution in 
our form of government. He was asked, when secretary of 
war, why we did not pursue the same plan in reference to our 
fortifications, that was practised in Europe—that, namely, of 
building their forts in the immediate vicinity of their towns? 
To this he replied that in Europe there was a two-fold object to 
be accomplished, that of repelling foreign invasion, and the 
keeping in awe of their own subjects. With us there was but 
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my. And shall we now be told that no revolution has taken 
place in the form of our government, when the guns of our 
forts, instead of being pointed outward inst our foes, were 
turnea inwardly upon our own citizens? r. C. observed, that 
the union upon equal principles, upon the principles of the con. 
stitution—he esteemed as one of the greatest of blessings, but a 
union upon the principles of the force bill, one of the greatest of 
calamities. While the bill continued to pollute our statute 
book, we enjoy but the empty name, with none of the rights of 
freemen. 

After Mr. Calhoun had been seated, a call was made for the 
governor, who sat on his right, and who on rising, observed that 
his long absence from the meetings of the party, had been occa- 
sioned by the position in which he stood, as executive of the 
state, a position which did not, as he thought, admit of his 
mingling, as he had been wont to do, at the public meetings of 
his political friends, but that on the present occasion he could 
not deny himself the gratification of accompanying our distin- 
guished guest inte the presence of those who had met together 
for the purpose of expressing to him personally their high sense 
of his political services and public worth. After a few obser- 
vations, made in the very happy manner for which gov. Hayne 
is so remarkable, he went on to say, that he had a secret to dis- 
close to the meeting which, as it could not much longer be con- 
cealed, it was as well he should acquaint them with it at once. 
This was neither more nor less than the fact, that after all the 
outery that had been raised by our political opponents, about 
the ruinous increase of taxation that would be incurred to meet 
the expenses of nullification, not only would our citizens not 
be taxed one cent beyond the usual assessment, but that there 
actually remained upwards of fifty thousand dollars in the trea- 
sury, over and above the current expenditures—to be disposed 
of in any manner that the legislature may determine on. The 
tone in which the governor announced this fact, occasioned a 
universal burst of laughter at the expense of the union sooth- 
sayers, who had on this, as on certain other subjects, predicted 
the ‘downfall of our house.” 

The meeting adjourned on the conclusion of the govern or’s 
address, in the highest spirits, haviag derived abundant gratifi- 
cation from the ceremonies of the day, in the course of which 
they had heard and witnessed so much that was calculated to 
confirm them in their principles, and cheer them in their hopes, 
as the vallant and determined citizens of a free state. 

8 © Gtr 
TREATY BETWEEN TURKEY AND RUSSIA. 

The knowledge of the treaty between Russia and the porte 
has at last become public. The following is an abstract of it. 
It is dated the 8th of July; being according to the Turkish chro- 
nology, the 24th day of the moon, and consists of a preamble, 6 
articles, and a conclusion, signed by the Seraskier Achmet 
pacha, on the part of the porte; and count Orloff and M. de 
Bouteniff on the part of Russia. By the first article it is de- 
clared that there shall be perpetual peace, friendship and al- 
liance, hetween the contracting parties, as well by land as by 
sea, and that this alliance has for its object the reciprocal de- 
fence against all attacks of whatever kind, they promising to 
arrange mutually all affairs which may compromise the tran- 
quility, and to secure it respectively without any exception, 
and for this object to afford each other effective assistance and 
conjunctive aid. The second article confirms all the preceding 
treaties, viz: that of Adrianople, of the 2d of December, 1829; 
that signed at St. Petersburgh, on the 14th of April, 1830; and 
the convention relative to Greece, concluded at Constantinople 
on the 9tb of July, 1832. The third article specifies, that in 
conformity to the principles laid down as the basis of the treaty, 
and on the consideration of this reciprocal defence, Russia be- 
ing desirous of maintaining the independence and complete 
preservation of the Ottoman empire, his imperial majesty en- 
gages to afford tothe porte all those auxiliary forces, both of 
sea and land, which circumstarces may oblige Turkey to re- 
quire; and in case such emergency should arise, his sublime ma- 
jesty is to decide on the number of forces both by sea and land 
which he may desire. The fourth article provides, that of the 
two powers, that which demands such aid from the other shall 
have solely to provide provisions for those auxiliary forces. 

The fifth article allows that, although the two contracting 
powers have the intention of acting upon this treaty for a long 
time, yet, if circumstances should arise to require any altera- 
tion of the provisions contained therein, the term of eight years 
is defined for the purpose, to commence from the step of the ra- 
tifications; but if circumstances should demand an intermediate 
revision, the parties agree to treat thereupon. The sixth article 
establishes that the ratifications are to take place at Constanti- 
nople within the term of two months, or before if possible. The 
conclusion states that this treaty of alliance, offensive and de- 
fensive, has been nogotiated and contracted by the said resepee- 
tive plenipotentiaries; who have consequently exhibited there- 
unto their full power, in virtue of which they signed and sealed 
the said decument. 

The following supplementary article is the most important of 
all, at least to foreign nations:—“Supplementary article The 
sublime porte, in pursuance of the principles, will close, in case 
of need, the straits of the Dardanelles that is to say, it wil! not 
permit the entrance of any foreign vessel, even under any pre- 
text whatsoever. The present separate article shall be regard- 
ed as if inserted word by word, and eomprised in the said treaty 
of alliance offensive and defensive, and shall as such be equal- 





a single object, that of repelling the invasion of a foreign ene- 


ly maintained and obeerved.”? {London paper. 











